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AND A LIGHT TO MY FAITH,” 
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CE TF Chriſtians are free CLHHZENs 0, 


Zion, they ſhould prize thoſe liber | 
__ {1es, ſeeing they were purchaſe 1 
- wit the precious blood of Chriſt. 
| - By addin reproaches 10 oppreſſi 
: on, can never tend to heal a diſtre/ 


"> fed mind. To Og TS 
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THOR*s' APOLOGY, &ce © 


, ©» The Origin of Methodiſm, Sc. © 


C 


4 7 


Y the term Methodiſts, we diſtinguiſh. a : 
body.of religious people, living by par= 


" 


+ ticular rule and orders+ © 79, SON ap 
_ | 2 Methodiſm is not the offspring'of epiſ= 
copacy, 'but-it juſtly claims the Holy Bible 
for its ſacred root. For, Lat FO Me, lO 
| 3:In the year 51729, two:young-'men by: = 
| reading the bible, ſaw, that none' could'' be _ 
faved without holineſs... £71 22'v ; 
| +... 4 This bible-holineſs they followed after. 
$ and in the ſtrongeſt terms adviſed others ſora 
i < And it came to paſs after thoſe days, e= 
- ven inthe year 1 766, two minif ſte es of» the. . —- 
| moth WAS; 
bridge; emigrated trom: the land of kings, +. 
and ſettled in-Northi America; 0 
. 6 ThEP taught the people the fear of the. _ 
Lord; ' formed ſocienes, 1 Ly | [2 5k 'Y ONES. 
13 ilmore and Bo Ti - 
Then in the ext v77s ' 


England ſent” 
of the h 


+ 
_ agreat company of preachers from the-u 


© of olumbia; from their ſhops and farms, 
© $-The' Lord gave the word, and'greatiwas 
= Pa company of the preachers. they ran to 
andrfro, and knowledge increaſed. 
= *- . 9 In thoſe days the people of. America 
croaned, /by reaſon: of oppreſſion, they pray— 
ed the king of Britain to eaſe their burden, 
10 But-the king conſulted the young men, 
and reiulcd to remove any of their burdens, 
ut fent: his'army and fhor the-people of Co- 
luna? the; people rcyolted, and returned 
-- the flaming complement. | 
EC: -+ + he- king's: people {mote us bip and 
= OY oh, bur the reſolute Franks, came ever 1n 
2 ſhip >s, and helped us.; then, we prevailed. -- 
 -. 7 4$:32-+Hhoke preachers. who came over the falt 
water; jo of whom , conſeientiouſly refuſed 
to Qualify 'as Amarican Citizens, could-nat 
—welk4Jages 7 on tg 
= ©: bg: Dhercfarecthere- appeared 1.kind: of ſe- 
=, $9029 vetwe cen the northern preachers a 
Andi in 1 afe Fw: when; the number of 
Hciples was multiplied; there aroſe a 
' murnquiig,aniong, the. peaple:and ſouthern 
. preachers, with reſpect tothe-ordibances: for 
ie &:d-church bad: corruptedherſelf,' | © / 
tug 15 The fouthera preachers had -Y meeting 
EY » on-the occaſlon, in the county of -Fluvann 
WaUEIhewVedr 1p 9g 0 OT bogteld 
And SIR» we. were: Eos. 6g for to. 
1 ad bcen mach - 
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j ſputins , John, whoſe fir-name was Dickins, | 
| made appear from ſcripture; that a Preſbys 
4. tery, and not Epiſcopacy was the divine 4h * 
: Fhen it pleated the conference to form 
8 'Pretbyte: ry, and 9r0ain elders.” We went 
our in the name of the Lord, and the pleature- 
.of the Lord proſpered in our hands. 
18. Tidings of this ſoon reached theinorths 
- ern preachers, ani} Francis wrote that we. 
ſhould meet in conference at the Manakins 
FH you. ro conſider the matter more minutely. = 
- We met accordingiy; and Francis from 
the north and John' from- the! ſouth, were” 
- chelk ſpeakers.  Fraricis raiſed his argurnents' 
from an author, who advifed che methodifts' -- * 
| never to leave che eftabiithed'eliorets,* * *.Y 
# 20. Burt John drew his arguments from the 3 
| new teſtament, proving thereby; thatthe true" 
church was nor the epiſcopal order,” 'Confer- 
ence broke, / anda ſeparation'was the reſule." 
21 F'conſtlted my brother John; who' was” 
'. a manof wiſdom and patienet, that'we' ſhould” 
| make an attempt at negocittion;. #2 +5. © 2s 
. | | 22 We propoſed that Francis' ſhould! 
- . our grievances before' Weſley; 4nd that there 
| ſhould bea ſuſpenſion of the ordihafices fit ob 
we'could receive counſel fro tim. Ker oe 8 
Fl _ terms; we- uit { TEE 4 AT3-LN2.3 UL SHORE I TRELS: 
. +» 23 The heavy ſtruggle hetwebn Briivand 
 ._ theme of Columbia,- being-tot./at Kir er 
John of England: ſul pended. his anſwe 
the blefted ents or kicks of þ 
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2 I Na CHAP. II. 


Ee Joby of England writes relied letters to the 
wo American preachers, Wc 


T0 H N, whoſe ſir-name was Weſley; ſent 

| printed circular letters to the preachers 
in America, in anſwer to our former requelt, 
Ts tollowivg, is the letter verbatim. 
Briſtol Sept.. 10, 1784. +, | 

To 'Þr. Coke, Mr: *A ſbury, and our brethren ! 
in North. America.- - 

Ts By. a very uncomnion. train of Provi. 
dences many of the provinces of North- Ame- 
r1ca are totally dizjoined from their-mother- 
3 country,..and erected into independent ſtates. 
. - 4 The Engliſh government has no autho. 
rity. over them. either civil or eclefiaſtical, any- 
more than over the ſtates of Holland. p-Jj 
Accivil authority 1s exerciſed over them,  / 

be pratly by the Congrelſs,. partly by the Provin- 
E-5 cial A lemblics But:no one either exerciſes | 


LM 


os claims any. ecleſiaſtical authority at-all. 

6 In this peculiar ſituation ſome thouſands 
of _ 4nhabitants of theſe lates defire my 
advice; and in compliance with their defire, 
I have. drawn up a, little ſketch. _ - = | 

7. Lord King's account of the, primitive . 
church convinced me. many , years ago, that; 
- Biſhops. and. Preſbyters. are he ſame. orcer, 
S 2t4 nd. Reaper PANE. the Ame, oe to or: 

nw. ST 
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IF. 
Y ordaining part « of our travelling preachers. 
- + 9 Bur I have ftill refuſed, nor only for 
Prof ſake; but becauſe I was determined, as 


ttle as poſſible to Violate the citablithed or- 
der of the national church to which ] beiongy 


C 10 But the caſe is widely different between - 
| England and North-America. Here there 3 
| - are Biſhops who have a legal juriſdiction : m 
| America tizerc are none, neither pariſh mini 
ſters. ; 
11 Sothatfor [A hundred miles together ; 0 
there | 'S. none cither. to baptiſe or adminiſter 4 
| the Lord's ſupper. Here therefore my ſeru= 
> ples are at an end: 

12 AndI concelve myſelf at full liberty, as 
[ violate no order andinvade no man's right, 
| by appointing and ſending labourers into the | 
| harveſt. BET. 
14+ . 13 1 have accordingly appointed Dr. Toke, 4 
| and Mr. Francis ; \ ſbury, ro be joint Superinlen=: 
 dants over our brethren in North America: as; 
alſo Richard Whatcoat and Thomas Vaſey,, 
to act as Elders among them, by Doping aod | _—_ 
_ adminiſtering the Lord's tupper.. > = 

14, And. | have prepared a leturgy. lictle. 4 
diff: ring from that of the church of ! England) 

think, the beft conſlicured national churcit) 
1n the world). which I adviſe all the rrivetling -_ 
preachers to ule on tne Lord's Dag In ail the 
congregations, | 

15 Reading the Litany galls on Wedoels 


[Es and Fridays, and prayiig ONE'S: Vn | 
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all PPE days: Lalſo adviſe ahe Fiders to ad. 


Lord's Day. 

” 16 Ifany one will puint out a more ration- 
= . al and (ſcriptural Way, of feeding and guiding 
E. .. thoſe poor ſheep in the wilderneſs, I will 
gladly embrace it. At preferit 1, cannot ſee 
any better method than 1 have raken. 

17 Ir has been propoſed, to deſire the En- 


for America. Bur rothis L objected, 1. I de- 
fired rhe Biſhep, of Loon, to ordain only one ; 
but could not prevail: _. 

"18 2. If they conſented, we know the ſlow- 
nels of their Sarge us but the matter 
admits of no delay, 3. If they would ordain 


Raw 
(3; $I 
NT 


vern thei, 


% _ * T9 And how orievouſl; y would this entangie 
- 23081 2 4. As our-American brethren are now to- 


rally Tr eaturbicd both frem the Stare, and 
vin the Engl:4h Hierarchy, we dare not _en- 
ovnole them agan,, elther with the one.or the. 
Porney.” EN #4 

20 They are now at full® iberty, ſimply to 
Site the ſcriptures and hy primitive church. 
And we judge ir beſt that rhey ſhould ſtand 
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miniſter the ſupper of the Lord on every 


'* gli Biſhops, to ordain part of our preachers 


fhem now, they would likewiſe Expect tO go. , 


_taft in that liberty, wherewith God. has ſo. 
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CHAP. IL. 2 Gods 
Phe gerieral conference colled--The circular letter 
| __ Conſidered —A ſeparalt ior From. tbe church of 
| England, WC, | 
ND it came to = in the year of our 
Lord 1784, in the twelfth month, the 
ciovatting preachers were calld together ta {\ 
the great city of | Baltimore, to conſider the . 
contents of the circular letter 
| 2 We perceived the counſel given. in. the 
F circular letter to be good ; becaule we are di- 
! fo rected to-follow the lcriptures and. the primi- 
TF. tive church: and to ſtand faſt in our. hberties. 
4 | JEeInEs we were free from the power of kings 
. and biſhops. Amen. 
"3 The conference unanimouſly agreed IE 34 
\ ſeparate from the. church of, England: and + Ku 
therefore we formed our. religious. focieticg [% 
into an independent church. The title, wasg ©} 
TJ. ©« The Methodiſt Epiſcopal Church.'* Re | 
| 4- The term:-Epileopacy; did netitet well on” ©. 
| the minds of-fome, ſeeing Mr. Weſley aſſured. to 
4 us thit it was not Apoſtolic. But Thomas, 1 
G | explained] It away, bythat'indifinitive term, ©! 1 
« Methodiſt; Epiſcopacy' '—We had Epilcſec 4-84 
Wo. bur no biſhop. I | >. e111. 
$ Thomas, wh Francis. were our 'Su fs 
| [Sane as: Preſident Elders ; according, 
| John's appointmeat. But they wer&:not 
lected by the ſuftrage of conference, although, © 
it is-{v, written in the. book. of diſc) pline.. WEN ES 
Faw-s oe ny ih and theſucceſſion & Mo ENS 
ron the Omer, were proved erronious by; 480 
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thoſe Sppepintendaats, in the following mane 
oy by 2 


« As for the ſucceſſions of Biſhops from 
ah ho Apoſtles, can be proved neither from 


« ſcripture, nor antiquity.” Biſhop, Elder, 


or Overicer, are ſynonimous terms through= 


out the writings or St. Paul, Dr. 


8 Are not theſe things written in the ſer-= 
mon delivered by*Thomas, on the ordination 
of Francis. Yea, and in the book of dilct- 
pline forthe year 1584. 

9 Inthe ſame bobk. the origin of Method. 
iſt ordination is recorded 'in the following 
manner: * Our ordination i8:equal to that of 
Pre{byterians, originating in three Preſhyters 


of the church of England. ” 


19 The conference 1nanimouſly agreed to 


fubmir to! John of England in matters of 
church government : : bur we did not. 


CHAP. IV. 


& alrite, in 87 and 1788. 


the Dr. came over to America, with di- 


retions from John of England, that Richard. 
Watcoat, (iatcly. trom Europe) ſhould be fer {| 
pag for the purpoſe of a es 4D. 1 


nt with Francis. 
2 And it was fo, that the ſubjet was laid*. 


S 


. before conferencc, ncld ar t" "ROyſa. Creck, in, 
the year 1786." 2. 


4 third Superintendant propoſed-— Debates on * 
* fubjea—The motion lof— The fats Which babe 


ND ir came to paſs after theſe things, 
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-3 The chief ſpeakers 0n the ſubjed, were 
Thomas and: James. Francis was oppoſed to 
Ln. Joint-Superintendant, yet ſaid but little— 
"Yor he. was under authority. + 
1 4 Althouglv Thomas ſeemed to ber fone: 

j what 1 in conference, * it maketh no matter to 
-þ me;” God acceprerh no man's perſon. 
| 5 Iſpake after this manner ; That the free 

F people of . America were exceeding jealous of 
+ the growing body of Methodiſts, becauſe of 
+ the Europcan heads. 

F 6 Moreover, I did. not conſider the perſon 
{- to be adequate to the taſk, on account' of his 
| 2ge; and that alſo, he was a ſtranger to the 
| wilderneſs of America, 8&c. But above all, 
F 1: urged that two heads would produce two 

| bodies... - | 

5 Francis -ipooſed for the Balrimone con-' _ 
| ference to defide the diſpute, -to which we 
| all agreed; and there the motion was loſt. | 
-»8 How.cruel, and how falſe-is the prevail- - 
4 ing report of my leaving the Epiſcopal 'Me-' 
| thodiits becaule ll could notobrain the place of 
4 a biſhop. Ideny the charge, in the Preſence 
4 ofthe Lord, and in the face of the world. : 
| : 9 And it came topals about the year 1 787; od 


___ 


? | Francis directed the pieachers that whenever” - 
| they wrote to/him, totirle him Biſhop. They 
{| 61d ſo; and this was the beginning of our 
4 {pifious Epilcopacy. 

* T. 10. The pleaſure of the Lord 511 proſpered 


Lin our. hands, woſt gloriouſly indeed. © We 
Ptengthencd eur.cords, but ourſtakes gave way. 
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: deprived. of liberty, and goſpel government ; 
ina Lind of confederacy: and the-Biſhop was | 


duct. - This plan, was directed by. John, of 
England,,I believe, 


ted out of the book; Fix conhirined the re- 2 3 
| pr I | MT. 


wo Thomas, in behalf of. Ws ws ARE the! | 


tm 1 


IT And ie,was ſ0,- that if. thoſe days we 
knew bur little of government; we'd coke 
oe the goodneſs and wiſdom of the Bithop 

I2 i” hath been ſaid by ſoms, that ic outs | 
have-been well -if, -we-had ** remained Ig 
rant.on the ſubject of church government.” 

Yet I muſt believe that knowledge 18 otter [| 
than-ignorance ; and light betoer rhay dark-. | 
neſs. | 

13-; Theſe were glorious times for gaining" 
proſelytes to God; but the people thus con- 
verted; did not proſper, becauſe they were 


hs influenced roo much by the fear of man. 
In.thoſe days th# diſtricts were formed 


amenable to the diſtricts reſpeting._ his con-. Þ- 


© (38 After thoſe things, Francis took with | 
him. a few.choſen men, and ina clandeſtine Þ ; 
manner (he) expelled John, whole fir-name ' Þ 
was. Weſley, from the: 5 Methodiſt Epiſcopal 

-hurch.” , 

16:The ſouthern varhartl were utter ſtran- 


gers to the thing, which had happened, - for a 
ao eaſon ; till it: began to be whiſpered abroad, 


RY 


and we then diſcovered W—'s name was blot- 
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This cruel at, was thongls Bd one eto l ; 
ha en the death) of dear Weſley. . -Did yor:. 


-F (og) 
[ Seondu& of Francis, -before'a congr! gation, 
f 1* qu- city:of Baltimore? Are theſe thing rg '[6? 
L019 [ok alſo told; 'thatthe Dy: was about 
- Fro publiſh if from! the'preſs; as'a wicked at; 
_ F bur was'prevailed on/to defift. ” 7000000150 7 
1 | --19  Wefley:icouldonly a& in Amricy by his 
| delegates, and Francis was one of thofe''in 
- . þ whom he confided: my alas, I fu ppoſe Francis 
| betrayed|bis/trufts. cr 55 
: ; -.:20/ »But! what” zppears fo exeeprionable in 
- | the conduct of Francis, -is' the clandeftine 
*  F manner in; which:he! expelled the name; and 
| authority of Weſley';''andithery to a&t with' A 4+. WM 
þ + far more lordly and tryranaical-power: 'qver us ! \3 WM 
F .- 21 Yeay his lirtle finger has proved thicker -. 44 8 
wn | than Weſley's Joins. Witneſs the "book off 
f Þ givitions; and alſo; the late lander in the E- 
Foitopa minutes : 'acking only- civil fl power iS. 
- | make 16 the [LOPE" $ bull es III EPE. A 
S 
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| {305-19! CHAPV. SL BU 288 

L 1 S775 ue] Concerning the Gounttl,o 12 9 
ND it.came to paſs/in the ſecond year off. 

 Epiſcopacy: (after rhe title Biſhop) that 

Feten, revealed his mind to! the travelling: 
: Y oreachiny* in the diſtrict conſerences,” reſpect= £ fI-4 
- Þ wg a change'of government. 1 Wi 
# E - 2 Francis informed us of an uhcommon; tool 
'F and; glorious! unioa among. the rravelling' 
Epc, ſo that the Millenium Was*s - 

g,' or coming faſtion 1 15 © 

- 4 *Fhen he propoſed that a general conſe > 
| encernn 4p be. eſtabliſhed, . where” all 


IL hs 1h 


| | 3 | 


0. 


jel | 
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E..34--4 
might aſſemble-together'at one place.” * - 
__ 4 'Thisled us ftraightway into: Upmationss | 
We raiſed ſeveral; objections againſthis pro= -Þ 
poſal, and,our thoughts on ſuch a! plan of d 0 
government, were approved of through rhe Þ 
diftricts :; the motion was loft, and our objec= 
tions publiſhed, 5.193 £ 
5. And'thus; it is. written in the Minites for | 
the year 1789, page 12. Whereas the 'Þ 
holding of:general Tonfererices on this exten= | 
ſivecontinent, would-be atrended' with a vas | 
Tiety of difficulties: -and. inconveniences''to "| 
the work of God—lofs:of time, expenſe, &c:!? || 
6. -Letiit.be remembered in the annals of. 
-cburch! hiſtory, that+the: very plan of governs 
ment which: was condemned, and expladed Þ 
- through the connexion; is now unanimouſly | 
received, and eſtabliſhed by the ſame men! 
| Nevertheleſs\'rhoſe-men pleadthe wif. Þ 
dom and weight of the majority : althoughs ; 
' they have turned av the © weather-cock.” | 
8 Be it known, that at the ſame time the 
_ general conference- plan was propoſed, Frat- 
cis propoſed a council-plan | alfo, where a 
<few Elders might meet: with their Biſhop, and 
do: the buſineſs. 1, Y 
1 then aroſe -when the: council was pro- | 
poled,. and-ſpake afrer this manner; We | 
would wiſh the mAtterto be further explained 2 
tous.» ' 
. 10 That is to + a; lac will be the twfinef 
of ſuch-a council, what power ſhall-ir'be in- | 
veſted with, and w Nat RERETNE may we expe 1 


1 | to receive TR its operation} ? 


. 11 Francis ſpake and ſaid, ©« there muſt be 


& | ſomcthing to preſerve the, union,” However, 


# 'F (ſaid he) the council ſhall, only, mature mat- \.4Y 
or 'Þ ters for the diſtricts, and form no reſolution | | { 
| 


1 'Þ without a unanimity. ... -. 13K 
-- | 12 Andafter forming fachrefolutions, they \J 
” ſhall be binding on no diſtrict, unleſs a _ma- : 
" } | joricy of t the. Preachers, 1 in the diftrict APE to 
8 them. .... 
i- | 13 The conference gave their voice in a 
> | vor of thezcouncil, and ordered, that the fol- 
to * FRENg reſolution be printed. f 
bl EE "No reſolution... in council without a 
} $ YPaDIrONYe, and no reſolution ſhall be binding 
z On any diſtrict, unleſs a majority of the preach- 
1 ; | ers agree tO 1t,”'—See minutes for tbe year, 
1] Li Page..13-, 
1 _ 15. Juſt about the time. the motion was 
\ carried, 4 powerful impreſſion ruſhed into my 
| mind, reſpetting the ruin that ſuch a change, | 
I might bring upon. us. , -. 
e | 16 As1 fat the table, I opened mH4 mouth, 
| and ſpake after. this manner; IT 51 
Þ kts EN council | fear wal brake. our uni-. EISSN 


5 
03-40 
% 


. "= t 


*< H AP. VI, LY: 2 ot 0 
'F be 1 TITS of: the Firſt Council, bee.” ber pl M4 
\ NDir came to paſs: on the flrit day. of mM. IA. 
; tenth, month, 1n- the Fear 17894) Nat -* 
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Francis, with a” few. Elders, aſſembled v7 
council at Baltimore, 

'2 'Francis refuſed two worthy miniſters a 
ſeat 1 in council; in bis ablolute manner, with- - 
out rendering any reafon for ſuch conduct. © Þ 

3. We then proceeded to buſineſs, bur what, 
Iknew not; for all was premediated, and de= FJ; 
poſited 3 in the one mind. 

4 Fhe political. projet was carried 'on in 
the fallowing manner ; Francia would. | ths $508 
a few ſentences at a time, &c. 


- 


k % 


| The intention of "the man T&new not, 
therefore the. thing being hid, the Moree” 
ton, was too hard for me. 

'6 I moved on in the dark, and 'groped as a 
blind man: For none know the mind of a a 
man, ſave his*ſpirit within him. © 

7 Bhs fadic his reader, will'wonder at our | 
ſtupid conduct, thus ro be duped; nor to de- 
mand the i intention to. be explained, previous, 

to our entering into bufineſs. 

8 I confeſs, that on; one fide it difcovers* 
weakneſs; and on the other hand policy. | 

9 But as, we were men under authority, we" 
feared to offend our ſuperior. 'He would of- 
ren fray that God . would deliver'the preach- 
ers from the curſe of ſuſpicion. 'This prayer. 
had the defired effe& on fome of us: - © ©: © 
10 Francis prapoſed that no preaching 

houſe Soul, be. built for the: tinge wh ome, 
by .the*people without. firſt obtaining Merry 
: TH 257 en © $559 61 BIDS LED EY-A--f 
"xx þ cogently oppoſed the motion, -becauſe- | 


a Tiiest - | iN 

h= | | 4.12 Lcamended on, "ll I diſigered Frans” 
Fei ig! 'be:. much. diſpleaſed; and'he anſwered 

t, | and ſaid unto me, I can ſtay in-Baltimore as 

ce jj © long as 'you': and-if I 1do not earfy this L : 
| « will never fit/in another council,!-: ? 

n 13. However, 1 obtained a ſmall Ar 

ſe | me:tz and Ao gave over contending: and the 

| prong went ONh. 3 
t, | | | 14” Inthe evening f unboſomed niyſclf ro to 
= bo yer Philip ; but from what Þ after= . 
wards heard, 1 found that Selomen's bird had 

a | | earciedthe news.to:the great man... . | - 
a i; However I told Francis, that inffead ”_ Wn 
th | counſellors; we were his-tools; arid that Tdiſ, "7% 
ir'| | liked:to be a tool for any-man. » : 

bs 16 The bufineſs was finiſhed, and the hole 

1s'| | Collected; and 1 ſuppoſe prepared, "and ſear. 

| [to the preſs. I faw'them; no.more until the 

rs - Reems came-out'in ahh SEBYS9 £34000 

f- 7 Be. Diſcharged: Sic 226 

1-| \ A ND» it 'came to paſs after theſe ent 

ct] | 4 &- when the morning was come, ;that the 

-| | preachers were abeut to addreſs themſelyes to 

'g| 1 their purney, each one was proſented: " cl " 

[59 | hew plan of government. 2. 7; +; 
ty | ] ,.2 Then I thought it good ro take with md 

| | Edward, whoſe U-gnma "Fas Merniny fechs- wh. 
ſe- W <4 do 0S WTI OTST ; DH 

| M8 Sa _ "7 | : 

\ ae CLOSELY BOUND 


Y | I! | foves rhe people, and conceived'it ts brow. 


C #7 9 


//on on their civlh, a«tall 48 religious libec= ' 


Wet > OE 
EAR 15 x 
"9 


.. 


t u 'F: 


warn $008 man and a good miniſter," -* 4 
nd when we had departed out of th i} 


| city, we began, as we Journeyed, to examine) x 
_ our new-conftitution ;' for alchough/ we were! 


members of the council, Wwe KNEW not rightly | 
'F vom as Gone, / © | 
| ' 4 In-obſerving the contents, we diſcovered. 
| ; new coriſtitution, of a'very deſporic nature; | 
| Nine-med could act as the legiſlature, but the: 4 
E. Biſhop - had the negative on the Council for j 
time ro come. | x 
«4 Edward fignified:to me, that he woul4 
not traye} under ſuch. a gevernment; and | 
went ſtraightway and married a virtudns dame 
fel, and. raged himtelt,. as others: have lince | 


bY | 76 When I has ;nformed 1 the e Virginia preachs | 
|. ers of what was done, 'they were ſorely. wal | 


pleaſed: with our conduct; 1 

'% : 7] Þafſured them,: that they had yet. powet 4 
to r6jecit when it came'to the votre in'our drſ2-. ] 

ic becauſe we had a law, and by-that law | 
nothing done in Council could bind any diſe 
ric, without ihe yen 'of jprrhers. a» | 
greed toKe% 7 JO J. 

28: he eogirations ef my head troubled me, | 
and tor'a fealon; ſleep departed from me.. +" } | 
#79. T'teund myſelf deceived; andthechurch | 

_ inpoſed-:0n; becauſe the. people, / 'andl. ocal ' 
preachers ge nat « even <onfſulted' on ithe | | 

_, Bafidels 22363 02 2Gwg 2 304v00; 3 N40 mY 
-77 3 lanrgictrs: Fran "16 + after this Ri ry 
Brother, you know our tofant Bate, Cn vs. Þ 


#72 


F 


Lo] 


L a0e- year to conſider the matter core bee 
fore us. 
111 Orif you refile this, ke away your ne-. . 
ative, And if you-refuſe, <1 ſhall, as a duty 
owe to the church, uſe mine. influence,” &Cc. F 
JF , 12 Francis received my letter by the hand. 
ea | of the meſſenger, but he utterly reſufed to. 
e-) ; 4 brow with my requeſt. .* -, 
i 438 He anſwered. me after this manner; 
* Thy letter greatly alarmed me! but prays, 
/ kt who beldly demands my negative? My ne- 
14 {| © gative is my ewn.| I-never have rcceived 
14 || *$1uch a check from any preacher i in Amert= 
a 76a,” &Qc. 
7 .. 14 I now began to diſcover the rapid five- 
= Fears growth of © A moderate Epiſcopacy.” 
_ Whereunto {ball I liken it; Ir is likerunto a” 
# | wack whole head grows t00 AT fot 1 its vaoye 


' CHAP. Vat... 
1 amding of Francis in gaining TLRs ts 
| his Eccleſiaſtical Monarchy, @c. | 
 Y information Lunderſtood, that he (Frans 
4 civ)in his way rowards the ſouth, ordain- 
| ed ſeveral novices to' the office of Elders 
(== Was a violation of the reſolves of coun« 
| "ei : 
| » 2 But; perhaps. he gained proſelytes by ht 
7 means. As one obſerved in a letter, © Rai 
Jt if them-one ſtep higher, and all is well.”* _ 
YI * SF - Francis arrived at Charleſtown, and j 
onſerence prope ' the new. governmen 
KF aa reject ed, \ we” 


"» 'F , uC 
om tens nie erg an 


MUTILATED 


-” od: f 


*7 Theni a the name eficoriferss | 
ence) ventured to alter what, the grand coun K 
cl had done. T 

"5 By what authority” did" Francts (and L. © 
Fe, OHREIEAGEF alter, amend, extend, or'a- |} 
idge the reſolves of” an Fecleſiaſtical Cons 
& dreſs? 
| 6 And it was fo, thar/ iv South=Carolina- 
the new form of government was received, 
; with thoſe illegaFalterations-' 2 39% 

"7 In' North-Cirolinay there were” twvys | 
debates in conference reſpecting thenew-cohe 
{ffrution,” and* they. refuledto adopr-i It, evert' 
with the amendments. l 
oh -Fhen Francis'propoſed' cher evi. 'Y 
tion, (though the'-ſame nearly/in ſubſtance); | 

Which le; Withſelf had formed; this hecalled; 
« My mature-choughts.* 2 - The ſame was aw 
dopted in North;Carolipa. 
-" 200 reader-will ns: longer be at a loſs to | 
find-out "tHe caſe of our ragged ſeparations : 
when, he” Behiolds how the. different diſtricts 7 
tdopted difterent conſtitutions ! E 
-{z09- This is the fruit of a buman head, fixed | | 
15 4pirititaFbody 6f chriſtians} ; 
hes {FP AS® iz camero pals in thoſe days; even 
.- the year 1790, that Francis came according ! } 
Pp bAAtHleny "to 6fir" coniotenceHeld i in Pe- 
Taper 23391 K *i GC 14.4TITTY 
Fu 4/45 met- withs x vain retdptionſans | 
Ous #kinoeach ther of our welfare,” he Ue= 
hredrinto ps\wharke hadidone in theſſouth ? Jl 
20W v the plan had been altered; %gnd Th | ria | 


f. 


© an: 2s a Aa a racy” _ , | 
4 © FS » ” 
1 
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Fees it. * 


| the fleſh, 


$# +» 


ab Se 


manner the preachers, (not the church) had 


He thenpreſented us. with a copy y. of 


1 his «« Mature-choughts.”. Leafily Sioere | 


that.1 1n every alteration, he took care to fecu 
his power. _ q 
- 14 To-me-it appears, that all theſe things 


-are. according{to, the counſel of his .own- will 


creared by him, and for him; andithrough the 
medium .of conference, eſtablithed : Secing 
he.remaineth a High-Prieſt over the Mexhass 
iſt Epiſcopal Chu 2s ” 

1s A man in his ſtation ought to be purg 
likean, angel; for -he'is .a ,perpetual ,preſi- 


| dent,and ſuperintends.all the.concerns of the 
cburoh, both ſpiritual and temporal. .. , 


+6 Ah, Francis was born and nuntuced 1 i 
the land of kings and biſhops, and that, whic 
is bred.in .the bone, Is 


; 
'But after ſome time elapſed ; in confers 


"chick; Francis addreſſed , us. In, the YL 


manner. 


18 "To-moriow I ſhall pH before you. ma 
new form of government, .and you may "I. 


ceive it as formed in council 4! Or with ag 
Charteſtown amendments, . or. TeceiVe, 4 


Worre thoughts ;'. offer, your AN pdnentay 
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| ; HAP. IX.” 'N 
Ihe new flax of government. rejefied—T he ;preachs 


J 


; 4 


| e15 CN _ &c, 


advice on the matter which was to A A 
before them on the merrow. _. 

2 I anſwered them after this manner; Bre. 
thren, you know my mind on the ſubjeRt, and 


amy ſorrows have I not hid from you. I judge 1 


it beſt that you aſſemble yourſelves together 
this night, and conſider the ſubje&t among 
yourſelves, with prayer: ' but I .will not be 
with you, 

Conſider it as the cauſe of. your God; 


diveſt yourſelves of the fear of man; give your, | 


voice in the fear of God, to the belt. of your 


judgment. 
4 And it was ſo, they followed my, couns | 


fel, and we all met the next morning before 
the preſident, In. number about LWenty- one ; 
if I remember right. 


'The preſident- propoſed it as above ob< 


ſerved, and. weall (except two) with one voice 
xejected 1 it altogether. * 
6 Then anſwered Francis and fad; ye 


have all ſpoken out of one mouth. 6 Hence- 
Forth, «ye are all out of rhe union.” Then, +, 
as one in diftreſs, he gathered up. his papers 4.5 


fo ended conference without pravert--. 

5 Thus it was, the thing thar I feared carne 
_ upon me, for the union was broken, ang not 
8 The young, mini ers-mapks... 


N the evening, the preachers defired my 


4 was firuck FAY aton! ſimept” to” fin 4 
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'Y 23 3 
that we were all exptiled the union; by the 
arhitrarywaice of one man; for no offence, | but 
voting according ts our OW maſured judgs 
mou oe 

9. We could have appealed tothe peop ole of 
our rt and produced our godly character 
| but ah! no; the pzop/c have not power to _ 
| Rewer Now began to fee! | | 

10 "Had we appealed to England, W ef 7 
himſelf was cut oft before. . Truly di reffidg4 
Caſt out of union, charged with mpg, m 
by one arbitrary mant 

11: We then defired Frazcis to ſafer a coi 
vention te. mcet on the occaſion, it only rwo 
from a'diftrict, andinor ro caſt us* off without 
' ® hearing. He refuſed, .: | m 
; 12 -It was then propoſed that ſhould be 
allowed to. attend: the northern conferences, 
and. give..my light on the: ſubje&t of goverit> 
ment, and our proceedingey, &c. ©... © 15% 

13 For we had allowed Elders from far 0 
1 ſpeak in our conference:. who were friends to 
the hew'cenRicution. But Francis would not, 
xoree that we thould' have the'like privilege. 
| 'The- 1nterprecation. is this; Nineteen 
winters i beliove called and approved dt by 
IPte, were #xP#i/el 


| leventy thouſand fauls; by thevdice of Francist 


+ I5 Should'ithe faid, that our exputfion was. 


_Þ natiizal conequence, or reluit of our rez&ot> 
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'rcived i itat the time. _—— | 
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116: 1s'the like of this to be found in the © 
nals of hiſtory? + ©. « n 
17 Then ſpake the young miniſter unto | 
Francis; before'His departure,  faying,; * wharf 
' thall we: do, and what will become of this Þ! 
difirict 39+) © 0s 
- 18 He anſwered them whet rhis mannery 
_ Tf'you! will agree that I ſhalt be your'biſhop, 
ve L will ſtation you in this Giſtrict on the old 
plan.” ... 

i9 They accepted his offer, and the diftridt "P! 
-was:commitred to their care :- but no regard I 
"Wn paid to O'KELLY. "7 10 'F1 

20 This:is the nceopreration. As: they a-} il 
pro that he was their biſhop, 'they thereby [+ I 
fibjected themſelves.” -:And ſecondly, asthey 
were-put in care of every cireuit, this ſhut me Bt 
out, Andas touching the old plan, this could | 
Toon be altered x hg 15 00716 
. ; Citculor letters wwrole; Ne ml defp ea; &e. ''. 
A ND it came to”paſs after cheke things, | 


{ and Francis had gone on his'way to the | 
diſtrit conferences: rewards the north; I'wrote N= 
ſeveral letters: to''the ''driferent cohfereiiocs} | | 
, —_ the medium of the preſidont- elders} :- 
brother Jeſſe, helped me, ol (an 0ol Yu 
-2:1 wrote after this manner; Brethren, and N> 
— Sik labourers, you are. the only court. we 1 
ave. to lay orr grievances befo: TCV". 464d | 


rs ESE = hes; iy 


os 


—_ | TRE (4, ME. OY %) PTS - 
4 4: wa Eg kt Her. WIS” 2 ay ot a {ttt Ws: In "- þ has 2 4 Le f 
Ys _ \f "oy tf 1 po dele 1 in 37 -1 Ho web. A UN I NEE: - La ES, F -17 \ 
ATR oy »y yams] BY: er jrotis Hef 
-4 


as) 
it 


is | and influence of Frensis: He was juliheg..qnd 


| | ve have done no evil; z but we aemanc 
20 be-prefenc. 


E - Wall and teſtargent.:* 2 4112 
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| ; - filled. 


414 Andithat is notaliuthe Dr. is intereſied- 


q | as lance; bur.ſpd w brand 


f% 1 


1ance offuſtice, Were not tallowed 
Ve are cut off, && v7 ©: 15} 

4 '\Report fay, our Jerters.were read, -and 
Gockeed very unfriendly, through the power 


we condemned, as the authors of evil: | 
 $ Andit was fo, that the new confliguriog 
_ fas received and a ſeednd:councilFcallted.; 
6 But previous to-the fettingof the ſecond 
"council, Francis wrote letters to the Virgioia 
Wpecachery aſter this manner; 
7. 1 adviſe that you all meet 11 conference 
among yourſelves, and Af you will ſubmits 
the newplan of government; « ſend, your fie- 
+ legate to the ;council.”” 
'$ © The council ſhallconcern: only with the 
eponliong of the church; youjhave oy la 


9. We immediately: collected abelelven tos 
gether in conference, -4n_the county.of MecK- 
* lenburg, to iconfider the matter.: :;, + 

10 After ſome debating,. L ipake: aber this 
manner; Brethren, webave hitherto been 
mocked; let us waitto:feethele promiſes:tule 
Can Francis aſſure vs what-4he cone. 


__ * 


 clafton of the-next.counc1l ſhall be ? 


"in the tempbralities, ;and .canwe/act heneſtly | 


1 in EBHLL Eg tne whole as by Ara LE NG 
I: his avtence?, — . 


12 My.adv:cc.1s, rhat we wriie e an F:ion- 
EL YEBS 


WO 


IJ 


na thas 
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We nn OS 


mt 
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of God, 
17 May that city ever flouriſh, may you 


r 26 1 


Arig-thus it was-written ; | 


in you, give away your privileges with caution] 
This 'matrer is; 3% v9 with great conſcs 
ous x 

15 By aſfenti ” to the FR) council, a plan 
is laid oe Epiſcopal dignity-and ſovereigaty. | 
Youmuſt-unavoidably be guilty of ſubvertingy 
ruining, and ſoener or later totally deſtroying 
the glorious Golpa-Mathodifi fabrick in A. 
merica.. 
- 16/ By. rejeting- it, you wilt lettle and 
ſtrengthen the well creed tower, on the walls 
bf Zion: for the bullwark defence of the city 


LO 


be her tender guardians. 
18+. Watchmen, The church requires no 
arancieus i in the adminiſtzation of her affairs; 


timpliciry of government ſuits: her: 


39 When we view-the church 1a.her pris 


mitive ſtate, her. government Was oy; 4 "1 
fmple and natural: ; k "MF 


-20 No aſl: mingafterpre-eminence; noirch» 
ing after ablolute power. While the: church 


remained in golpel ſimplicity, ſee; how. the 
kingdom of Jelus ſpread, ul hell rremb!: = 
ro center! |: 
160k back on hiſtory, ind bebbld, the- | 


6 


Ts ih ohanges have ba0ughis Lt youbaye: 2 


ALES 
OR whe 5 OY 


pleated the brethren generally. - 4 op | 
1-:13:Þchen read the contents ofa has letrer,. 
fent.to vs:by*Mr:; T.” a'teacher of the Latin Y 


 t$ Brother preachers, the people confide | 


7 REL) TUEATS.. 
” te _— TT 55k G 


Oo ton X Ou JLROPE 


'p 22 If Mr. Aſbury 


on the firſt day of the month, in the' year 
1790, that the Council aſſembled the ſecond 


een the Jatal efrors (in aggrandizing biſhops) 
Boy them yourſelves, _ 
ſhould:be faved; and wy 
ly one century api cond return, and: ſee 
- ruin he had brought upon us, © 

: -Thoufands damned, which orherwiſe 
wake have been fitting with him in Paradiſe, 


24 O; how his heart would bleed, and#bis_ 


eyes run down with tears! May wiſdom and 
grace guide you; ſo prove your friend, 


| Thompſon. ” p- 
CHAP. XI. 


| RefleFions on the Council, &c.. 
ND it was fo, about this time Francis cut 
off part of my diſtri, and fixed'a man ro 
preſide therein; who was after his own heart. 
- 2 Anditcameto pals on the twelfth month, 


I time at Baltimore: 
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In the firſt place, they proclaimed the 
eſtabliſhtment of the new government. «| 


b 4 In the ſecond place, they! conſidered the 


authority they were inveſted with. In allteme 
poral matters to/ at" decifively; andito. re- 


commend new cannons to the diſtrict confer- 
"ences, or alterations'to be made in old ones.” 
Did F. forget his * Taft will?” + © 1-1 
"5 "The reſt of the cannons, &c, are they'not 
| ven in the Council book?! \* 7 
+ 6, When Floogedover the reſolutions ofthe. 
| feco 2d council, Ka hich [ have by Me}. Cone 
ang. PR vrzole 


i 6 ; - 
Str PR WET OG as ns. GG 


"y . © 


Cor rn 


E | FEY ſubſcri 
| 97 Inworegtt -of Cokelbol, wap wal 
C | ANGEIENE -onthe' people in diftrifts.” 
4 __ «7 4confidered that. a8the. name of God, way + 
Y aw mentioned in thebook, that the! Lord wag 


Wy A9otHinthe council! andas the.whole ſcheme” 
L ApPeanll to- be money, -"Mmoney,- &c. - +} 

|| ©48%;Þ confidered- theſe. Preachers who had 
4 WI gone i@merchanditing, were inthe beſt buſi. I . 
BY nels, with: reſpect to; :Montes:, becauſe what | , 
: WJ they. received honeſtly, ' would be for value J 
1:3 received, and thEif olfn | families would rc- } 
Ef celve the profits ariſing. «1 4 7 YH | 
br b! 11: 9; Þ:ntreart the ehurchito- read the catinons : 
El | of that council, Dee--1,747g0; © | 


+110! know the people are taught to belies 
that: zU thoſe heavy,, and bed collections 
for-funds, and ar ;are acts.ofcharity : , 
44: iAnd theobjetsjare ſaid to be worn out 
preachers, aiftrefſed widows, and * qharirys 1 
Sos.” "I tn w-d4. wnotn 
- JA Let ch Shale barexemined, anda Fai 
__ @ftitmation.be:ſhewn, «then on-the other hand, 
' . .etthepoarrelieved widaws.. poeorlocal Preachs 
*ers,oand; charity-boys, come forth ;-, | 
- -213*»And'let us fee how it-will- tally, I Has 
"lieve/there:are-many'im the.church who _—_y 
avilR matters broughtito/ this ifſue.; To 7 oþ 
30T%4 Bid mot Francis meck us, 'when he Gre” | f 
petitions through all 'hts provinces, urging 
jen, Fi member , male and ojnate l0 (Fug him | 
_4cire 


v.49 we tld his preachers, xbat fy they. dig | 


- -» — 4 0. + WI. 


xn 


% of exert themſelves i inf Airing vp-ih0! frm 
4 Hep that tO They. would hea of”: iths | os 
ay ing ingamk L210 
| 16- "Then left wm and went Qraipht! waynes 
a certain Mr. Davis, and agreed to raife ifthes 
Methodiſts can-tell true) 7.3000, toaffiſt the 
{aid Davis in erefting anew college,” 1529 
* 17/ I believe that Get fent out che: Method: 
jt preachers, net:to: buitd colleges: bur-ron 
poild up a holy, fimple-hearted/peoples! 1Andl 
a ſelect meeting 18a 'berrer: ſcheobfor that: 
Gros ole; thanatollege. 1s 3% 42315, 
--. 1:8 Þ have no defign to: refle&t-on learning 
only; ler ge: nplcmemice to: that {3-263 : 
4 pS d | "T0 

The friendly condudl: of 7  racay general! mera 

ing ealled; &c, 119 
1 FTES theſe things, I prepared: a dibron 


£D " + Q@ 


expedted: ar the Charleftown conference: © 


avived my:letter, and pleaded my cauſeiin-the 


\ . condemned his conduct; and (he) beingothe! 
j fenior, had a general meaing Pd ace 
all :: cording to our requeſt; 2: 7 Pe) 13: 
| £53 At which-mectings of the preachers; the 


1 the decifibn of that conventions: ,* © 
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of information for Thomas, *who was. 
-2 He came according to expectation, heres » 


confernce.; withſto6d: Francis «to! thefaces - 


Et new form of - paige rom ſhould be _ wing 


- 644 How have matters been repreſented Ui 
— fair, and cruel... 1 defire uDeaySighed | mn Te. | 
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generous, if I over charged the one fide, and: 


| m 54 & | oa iſt me. | 
+: £6 And ir.came. ts paſs after theſe things,” 


as, 


ua! 4; | | 3 1 7 ASS i. v0 | ; : 
-5: Jfmy letter to Themes 4 was not e fair and; 


my own failings, Jer the lenter teſtify | 


that Thomas and: Francis came to the confer-' 


erce in Peterſburg, where the preachers were 


time had labouredin the word and dodtrine., 

7 Thomas. informed us, that the general. Þ | 

conference was appointed, in order to over=. |} 
look the whoſe 'proccedings of the council,” |. 
and that it ſhould ſtand or fall by the decifie 
on of that meeting. 
8 Francis was fore diſpleaſed. But Tho-' 
highty approved of my conduct ; and that 
the treatment I had met with, in his abſence, 
ſheuld net paſs in filence, but be laid over for 
conference. 

+ 9 Moreover, Thomas ſpake unto me again, 
aiterthis manner; © Methodiſm is gone,” &c. 


l | 
alſembled; where lattended allo; for all this 
| 


_ - 10-Butremember, when we meet together, 


and-overthrow the new inſtitution, as] be=- 


lieve we ſhall; *1f Mr, ——, is-not ſatisfied 

with the government as it Rood before, we | 
will contend for a repyiblican government. F 
©Giverne thy hand, Fear not. Lam a friend 1 


i245 ware ; 
i And it came to oafs in the latter end of- 
nc 1791, in the eleventh month, the gene= 
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F 74 2 Juft = at. +hb D eve; ca f buttnet,” the Dn 
4 AR " His preſence" revived me;/! for ! 
q thought my beſt Friend 'had-Tome to rown.” | 
413 1 perceived by the countenance of Fran«- 
£is, that he rejoiced to ſee Thomas; andaf@: - -- 
ter the ſalutation, fixed him in the chair. | 
14 1 remembered the letters I had received: 
fon F. a while before, which ſpake on this 
wiſe; Let all paſt condu@ between thee and: 
me be buried, © and never'come before cen- 
\ Jerence, orelfewhere.”” «Send me the dove.” 
J ſaw thy face was not towards me-in-all 'the 
| council, therefore; -I' did/nort treat” thee with 
” | that reſpe® due to one who has ſuffered: fo 
- $ much for the cauſe of truth and liberty. L 
wrote te the Dr. that if he came here again, 
| he would ſee trouble. © © Francis,” 
_ -. Fg, Tbeganto think that [Thomas had _ 
—_ the alarm! and rather'than; be expelled; 
s John was, he had Rtepped over to' the 
Drongeſt ſide, and left me-t@' ſuffer: And it 
Was ſo. £j 6d #5 4 
+ 16. Then ardeceded F. according to i\hie 8 
foreknowledge,; predeſtination, and /overeiph ws. 
' power; chooſe out of conference atow men, 
_ which formed the privy council.” = 6 
* -17-Thtn he proceeded to read thelr named 
and aſked if any one objected ro either of ther, 
| Andi it was-ſo, hat my name wasatnong them. 
18 'He appointed for us to meet him (and 
| Fhomas) that — n a. 2 4 houſe. 
wn | Eontren acjourned.. IANS 2 
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_ anddaid,,* [Lhe members of tt 
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ET: >CHAP; . XIU:: in No ; TP + 
wp neeedings of the Gommittee thet night 2. and 
| of the Conference the da ry followings 1 
F-MET the ſelect number thee evening,” ac- 
cording to appointment, and faund thei 
engaged: 1n-reviſing ourold book of difciplineg 
-2+:My thoughts were many, but my' words: 
ſpy few, : They looked one at another, and 
one turned: toward'me; and addreſſed me in 
the following,manner ; -- 
' 4 Willyou paſs your word to abide by whay | 


- this:con ference may-do? 


4: My 9 was, «You lors mg! Tel}. 
-me/-(continued I) what:you intend-te. do?” 
They-anfwered and-faid;, We cannot tell; but : 
we will paſs-our wordito abide by thedegifion 
of this confer | 

- 5" + utterly refuſed: to paſs - may word. i] 
phen-ſaw why they: wanted. me-in That-meets | 
411g; © 


© nds it came. to ah on the morrow, that . 


conterence met perſuant co. adjournment. - 
+ 7 .iTheffarole-T mas, the-prefident,: and 
none tO conterence the reſolves ——_ COT we. | 


"s Morcover, Thamas continued h 
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: Ang we ET, all intent; he Py 1; wn 
« FG PRIIONe is  drijucraicl.- - You CATE A : 
« * me a weather-cock.” CG 4 3 1 
10 This ſpeech clicfied'1 —_ minds, he- | 
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t 38 } 
eaule. they juſtly. expeRed. the affairs.of the. ( 

Suſe. to have come before them; that being * 

14 | the buſineſs for which they were called roge- 

13 ther. \ , 

0 11 , Sorhe, of 03 nember at ſundry times 

m would Tumerrogate..1 - preſident, | :after. this 

&4 manner ; om I | 

Js 'Y 12 "Bur where is the council affairs,. &c? 

4 That heing, the caule af this meeting... 

n | ,. 13; Thomas wouldarife and warmly. oppoſe, 

and dewand filence. 90 the ſubje&; And ſis 

It -17Þ 1t Was... 

* 4 In our debates, if at any time we were 

Wy 's ” ſpeak of the condudt of Frapcls, ”- he 

41 weuld 4s the houſe... 

& | -..15 | The debates of the {nod cerned, chicf= 

a | ly on epiſcopal dignity... 

; | 16. The Virginians, for a while did Jiftin- 

2 


guiſh themſelves in defending their ecclefial- 
1 veal liberttes, but the ey fainted in.the Kepggle. 
. Richard, Ivey Exceeded. himſel ft; he - 
| fake wich tears,. ITY in the fear of God, and. 
Ab Be the purpoſe; crying popery,,&c., c 
8 If atany time a, RTE, Fob |. | 
tabridge (tn.mm ree): the biſhop's power, 
Wo ho Free ers ER faith, oe TY 
"id; oppoſe the mation, Dur woulc charge he . 
b ; ith, THR, Dk Ke Ph BE 
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21 Thus we ſee, the government is Lubje | 
ro perpteuat i innovations. I 


RE as CHAP, XIV. SY 

Ba * The ſame continued, _© - 

3 '\ \ Sf would have been an unſpeakable bleſſing 

L | | to the Methodiſt church, if we had been | 
allowed ro have done. the buſineſs for which | 
we met; |” 7] 

2 Becauſe it would have neceſſarily led us | 
into the very merit of the cauſe, or a full in« 
veſtigation of church-government. 

© 3 Tbeganto ſee that equity and goſpel Gus! 
plicity would be obliged to retreat, for power 
and policy would overcome the minority. 

--4 1 feared the miniſters were carried away | 
by .an adventurous leader. 

$ I then aroſe, and ſtood before the aſſem« 
"bly with the New Teſtament of our Lord Je-} 
Tus,” in my hand, 

'6 And ſpake ifter this manner; " HPTRA, 
*hearken unto me, ptt away: all other books, 
and'ferms, and let this be the only criterion, 
and ba. that will ſatisfy me.” 

_ _._ *7;T thought the thiifters of Chriſt, would 
A  (nahiimGuly agree to ſuch a propoſal. | But | 
alas, they oppoſed the motion !. 
** 8 Afcerraintmember whoſe name was John, | 
' withſtood me, and fſpake after this, manner; | . 


: 
ny 


a aces FP 


It, *he 4 


"The cri pture is by no means a ſu ficient form | - 
"of governmen t. Compare page 4- JE L NJ oY 
oe v/ * The Lord has left that buſineſs fer his F 


miniſiers to do, Syirable co times and place” ON 


[ 3s ] 


Fl the motion was loſt. - 
10 Tnow ſaw, that moderate Epiſcopacy 
was riſing to its wanted and intended dignity, 
F 1 diſcovered alſo, that diſtricts had leſt their 
| OEr: | 
| confidered that the ſtations of the 

1 Lord' s miniſters reſted entirely with Francis g 
* { fo, that unleſs that abſolute power could be 
1 abridged, the beſt of men- might ever be in« 
Jured, and run out of the connection. 

12 I now moved again, after this manner; 


his appointment, have an appeal to the dif= 
trict conference. 


4 13 The motion was feconded, and warmly 


y | debated, William MKendre, with ſeveral 


more, did, with holy zeal ſtrive with me for 


TY liberty, 


ed the debate with double vigour. 
15 Some profeſſed fears, that if an apj 


' was allowed, it would refle& on the- wit om, 
d and goodneſs of the biſhop, 7 RE ak 


| | fuch liberty would be injurious to rhe church, 
- becauſe preachers would ever be app aling 

AT And they would take each others pa 
fo that eaſy And" wealthy circuits, wou d be 
_ crowded with preachers, while pry circuits 
OL I | be Fen delolate. 


of &Cc.. TX withſtood him for a ſeaſon, but 1 in \ yains 


" | Lefa preacher who thinks himſelf injured in 


' 14 Conference adjourned till the ſecond day 
of the next week: at which time they reafſum« 


16. Others ſaw, or thought they. faw, that ; 
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had any © other” people faig'as much, it _— | 
FR N80 af Dongle tory. petfecurion. Was ; 
18 1gnarance, or polic | 

| i Airy Bok np "that the biſhop | ; 
18 v4 ww 's appointed well, as far ag they eh, i 
1  #-prayed.. them not to atrogate falititity to] ; 
2g Love Dae fe : 
$420, £0x INI, ju udem ment,. "he! made min iy | 


VETry. Ap 1C10Us 3Ppointments. 


RM FEAR; 4 Ae ras, 
: IN Jubjce Mm - 

| pang An.. 9 ter an an | ſpake: after ik 

; URN 3 , + © Where is th he man that will 

Hiſha WF yer injured a preacher! ar, 


19} "The. pt OBLPE was repeated,” ahd at ] 
li is xe n, \ ole Name was Rice:©all | | 
Urc Ee CONn 12 Wh That he kad Kiown ri Fo. 


LT TIOrVErs, injured, by him; as he 
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RE £5 aroſe, out: of due 8fder. 
! As though. treaſon” Tad Seen 
"ety. Cry. Was, ," & He "has" -im- 


rdon,.Cfor.. Ripa COR in pac 
) che 0 9. potntend It, as | 
; Ant3t came to pals on the 
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"I whereby the biſhop, or his depyty might ba 
—_ niſh. a miniſter, or Exper himfromconceatdn, 
S ' 7 For, if a miniſter ſhould refuſe ro take'#? 
ſtation, eyen, in_the Britiſh: iffands, he. rat 
he neglected, having no Ration; and Rand? 
a cypher, with a wounded character, * ©" 77 
'$ One arole and held forth"kfter'this man- 
ner; This may ſatisfy thoſe who defire an 4n- 
' peal, that is, ** they way appeal rH the genetal 
conference. w T 
9 My UFOs to this iegicat propeſitions 
was, after this manner z Shall a' preacher wit 


is injured this vear, 1Hen, after paſting through 


I fiis diftrefs, {if not death) a 
at Lo. At the expiration of four years appeal? 
= |} For what? : fg 'for vengeance ? 'The meſchief 1 1 /it: 
v3 cone; . ut 


ie 11 Moreover, what happened the laſt even4 
1 ing has not eſca ped 'my memory; worthy 
characer had ro mA pardon | for declaring te 
' truth when aſked! $57 7435; git9. La a 7; 
© 12 However, to come to the-pointat est _ 
if you deſire any farther re{timony rclaave te. 
he biſhop $ injuring any dhe,” Vari the man, | 
be ig njured, FLAVORS 2-1816E Ee 12.2 
There followed- Shnjotondt Menecve - 
| <1 ibs, but no reply. Had there beeh Warne 
> me, tnen was the'fime' ro CINE) ys 


WIE Ea Rs &F jic ſelf' at their Re 4d 
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1; The debates were more powerful than. 
it ever, yet with a deal of Chriſtian moderation. 
* > I] was entirely filent. 
i 16 Hope: Hull, a worthy Elder, founded a 
proper aiarm! He gs 3 himſelf by far: I 
could wiſh his words were written.in a book, q ' 
+ i 17 He ipake after this manner ; O. Hea- 
3 I vens! Are we not Americans! Did nor our {| 
'F fathers bleed to free their ſons from the Brit= 
ith yoke? and ſhall we bc flaves to ecclefiaſtie 
cal 0 reſfion? 
3 He lift up his voice, and cried, © What, 
no —_ for an injured brother? Are thete 
things ſ0? Aml in my ſenſes?” 

:.., 19 Henry aroſe, and diſplayed his MOAT 
abilities, exclaiming . againſt a balance of | 
power; with an cflay on church- hiſtory. 

20 Stephen Davis, in whem was the ſpirit. | 
of wiſdom, withſtood the celebrated Henry, | 
- abyping of us, that the laſt arguments were - 

badly tounded. '** We are far g gone : into Po- | 

ERY! © 0 
21 Quickly afcer this, the votes were ta. 

ſo! ew ah tatal hour, the motion was loſt; and. 

- out of ar} hundred, and more, We had a ſmall 

| mingrity, peer if 4 

22 Some withAvew from that hour, hal | B 
Jag 10 enjoy Dicir 1: beries at the expence of NF > 
Pow and hold faſt faith, and a go29. fg EF: 

'2 3 "Will not Thele words ks the cars | 1 
an. American to tingle. ** St)a!l a3.) "#- R 
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1 CHAP. XVI. 
L } Some left conference, and no mere returned—Their | 
G - difirefs of Soul-—A committee ſent, Sc. 
: | JT was urely a very fatal hour of papal dark- - 18 
[ nefs, in which a law paſlcd, that an injured ) Y 
+ { brother and miniſter in the church of Chit, | IP 
» | ſhould have no redreſs! 4 E. 
3 2 Men may make athouſand turns; yet the + WH 
= } declaration remains a ſolemn truch; which = | 
* | gave birth to.a ſeperation! _-. - =? 
3 After conference adjourned, I diſco: (ered "»y 


» | my worthy triend and loving brother Woods, - 
> | ſtanding at my fide, waiting to conduct me, 
7 and my few true brethren, LRroug the dark 
; to his houſe. 
ff] - 4 There were we tenderly rec EY and 
{ refreſhed.: The Lord remember him in Mer 
tf cy; and his worthy Coriftian Lady, whoſe 
» | name is Mary: whom 41dgeuly love in tas 
21 Lord. 
- | ; 5 Sould they, hereafter rejet and diſpiſe 
__ me, I hope forever to. love and eſteem, Oy, 
| both, LE 
| \ » 6 I ſpentgreart part of that night 1 by x gc ans 
5 and tears! On che morrow. I imp, oped hit, 
God of heaven to give me under: nding. x" 
1 PF Eoaſulted my iriends, and.in the fear of 'G0s, 
# Wo” "9 ved nor to return. go conference. is by . 


3 


+2 «3& 


7 BE 5h ", ture 2 vents were hid from. me,, T' had 
[only to look to God, and walk by faith, . 
ye 4 1 wrote to. the \ ſynod a MCUT2 af} farew:ll, 


ts]: 


ſaying, * You, now have the overflor wing of a | 
Fall heart.” | Adieu. Oman -- 
9 I-was informed my” letter was read in } 
conterence, againſt the will of rhe litrle þre> 
_ fident: "many tears were (hed, &c. 
10 Several preachers were in that aſſerfibly 
who had been brooght hore'by my miniſtry, 
under God.” They knew had been a darker; 
'H9: and teacher to ther... | 
'W 3X 11 'I ſtill ſtayed ar my lodging, and it.came | 

2 28 to pals, FhEy, lent 'a commutes to treat NE 
ix 3; Re. me. 

WF? or + 1 thok th6m' into my room, arid weeon- | 
= 3: verſed freely, and lovingly. Although they . 
= 32 could not defend «rhe (government, nor the '| 
T3 FALTAS & of the preſident, yet they etidugHt 1 IC 

dviſable 1 to. ſubmit. 

13 We knecled down and prayed; and out 
prayets- *Wete- immegiatlely anſwered. We 

> Dre. in Toveand tears.”  * 
"<1 4, They xeported, In cs if I was 
Fi Neth informed) that they believed God was 
With Te? and that I was aiming at his Slory. i 
By ' Thomas was much diſplealed, argle and | 
_* Jpake after the following manner; . :: vB 
* TY {16 Tam, (aid he) I am obliged to extend 
charity pwards O'Kelly and others: Eb 
EO avedon = 


297. OO 
> +» ch 29,72. INRA AS 


| Violence'to rheir public taich; | be- af 
Gaule, they: proftiifed 10 abide by , The 6 Geof F6n'' 
of this conterence! , ._ uy 
F259 8 One. argſe and dec as ed that. che'aſfer= 
tion was eftirely wrong. "Then aroie Ttroma "# 
t Peat Arey, a0) boy mit with a2 fre 1 
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+ | with on,. it the rlSvIng manners He lift wp 
*R. 0s hand 1 ſuppoſe tor heaven, : 
n -18 Arid offered to ſtake his ſalvation, ow 
_s þ&in of- darination; to the truth'of his aſlers . i 
tion : Or Try, Bs a T SS, 


CHAP. xvIL. 
aþ t homas is called up to give fulisfatTion t6 bisihs | 
| ured Brethren-—A meeting is appoinied on the 1 


e | Fecafs 0n—Thomas aſks parden, &c. | '1F 
1 b-.7 MEMBER of the conference came to my wy. 


Y gab -- 
Aff buns 
my_— 
ee ea 


| lodging, and gave account of rhe con= 

- || dit of Thomis and that iy charater, and 

7 | 6thers were thereby injured. | 
* | © 2 1 wrote to Thomas, after this hiannery. 
O fir, reverſe the caſe: It- was thyſelf-thas . ; 1/88 
acted thus. *Tis you that betrayed. thy rruſt _— 
ro me and others. _ 

2 You know this conferetice was called * , 
invite the new inſtirorion, and to exas 
5 || fhine iato paſt cohdudt : 'arid/our cauſe atthis f | 
3 |f court of appeal, 1s not tuffered to: ens peg : * wall 
- 1 Ward: Rt 3 - 

4. The ee 18 [ pubilie; I earneſtly — = | 
4- fre Chriſftian-ſatisfation. F -$.4; 08 
4 © 5 The anſwer T received was afrer- this . 4 
| manner; Tf. 'you-and the Virginia + preachers. - —| -f 
& | Will only meet me thts night abour che lights 0 41 
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N Ir of a:cancle, þ wilÞgive you ſa:isfa@ion 
', v2 We ner hirn at th e tine and pace; took * 4M 
bo 3&0 +15 vu rivet veg; ad” mere Wwe withSeod = 
4 "Ort ? 19! 4 Je Face, | | {6 > + tb | DR 
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me, wad others; and I conſidered ſuch tat 
ment, excetding. cruel. Stephen D. not only + 
charged him of being guilty of falſe aſſertions, ' 
bur ** vulgar ſwearing.” I was grieved at the } _ 
' hard ſpeech. The Dr. appeared very calm. | fu 
$ The litrle man confeſſed his fins, charg... q! 
ing himſelf with ** falſe'zeal;/} and in a very; | B« 
gentle manner, aſked pardon. {3cn. thouſand - 
times.” 1 
, 9 After theſe things, it was aſked (in Pri- O 
vaic) on what terms I would return. Ian- } © 
 Twered after this manner; —- 
10 In my diſtreſs—for peace ſake, only 7 | 
an injured man'have an appeal, and I willre-- | i 
turn.. -He anſwered and ſaid unto me, © Fhar' | I 
cannot be granted.” | As 
.11 On farther conſideration I condemned 
We condud, in that I offered to returaon | » 
fuch ſlender-terms; For I knew the govern | c 
gn to be deſtitute of ſcripture authority. © 
{12 ; But ſuch was.my weakneſs, not Knows- 
at- that time what. to. do. FE x] 
ELL I then left the place with a few friends; b 


ET John R. Rice H. MC... * -F 
585-14. John aſked me whartl thought of EI | | 
=> My anſwer. was; 1 mutt preach the goſpel, | : 
Pn” 'hereyer a door 1s gpened, &c. ** But. have 'S 


NY *D0 intention of a {eparate party.” FE 
© - 16+ My brother aptwered and fat i'd, os | | 
"Foul $ arc converted co 09, LATOULN \ VOUT Le | 1 
-iheentelity, and They aſk FOUL advice, what, 

© Cow: alel Witl - You glve pj bo 

4 9 4 804 5 870 hi 2 2g31, afc AS | 
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ner; .' perhaps, I ſhould adviſe to; join the Meas. 
thodiſts, rather than live out of lociery. 
17. Alas faid he, will you adviſe others to 
ſubſcribe to a government that you believe is 
quite deſtiture of Divine AUT: Tk new 
7] not what to anſwer, _ hath, 


CHAP) AVILA wy 


O' Kelly has bne—beflogert are re ſent ofter 
bim, Gt. = 


J&Pu LGENT Heaven protet : 


ted me home: 
and the teftimony of a good ©conſcierice 
ſupported my troubled mind, *1 fer my heart 
to leck God, and .to live one day at a time, 

as if never to {ce another. 

..2 4n the courſe a few Jays, thete came 
meilengers from Francis to me, to It meun- 
derſtand his ſorrow, in the © lofs of his right 
eye, right hand, and right foot.” 

Moreover, I was to have free acceſs to 
their pulpits, and the ſum of 7.49 annually ; 
becaufe I had © ſuffered io much tor the cauſe. 
of truth and liberty.” - 4 

j _ 4 I accepted the former, but not tie hither,” 
| 1 went out again. preaching the enflalgy. *: 


; goſpel. 


-of power over the people 


| —piter among them, their doors mult 'be'gpen! 
I} | bn -6- Then, if Frazcis tends his authority rg 
"Hut Re GOO73 agaln tt the ebeoi= mUnNer, H6ne.- 
7 5 0 iter This is « IN DEBEL of 4 Be wi ya? 
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£ Here wediſcover the unſcriptural de ads. 
If Francis give ee... 
—Ereot © any miniſter to preach, and admis- Ng 


Wt ew Yer, enemy 
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publiſh 
againſt hearing me preach the goſpel. : 
44 This act ot, crucity did not fatisty the . 
page of, falſe-zea}, but they tell upon my Cha- » 
xacter, Even to Ccruet 2 FEPTOACheR 
=__ and retailed, rh1Ngs Fancy Cannot prove. 
5. The aggrieved Members in Charlotte 4 
aroth, had io meetings' on the 
hop [trove for unian, With ; lome ales, diners x 


Et 4h 


Jp And it-cameto. paſs:in thoſe days, (in my. 
travel), L.met with a preſent of. 19, fent me 


from Francis, | 
$8 With the advice of friends I received'it 


and. gave it in. part. pay,, the ſame. day, for 6 


ſaddle horſe: It T remember right. 

9 But behold the preacher 6 paid-me the 
money, according: to-order, - and took my re- 
cetpt, itook.. the: advantage of me, and pud- 
liſked abroad, that 1 rIVea ſupport from 
them. .D. Sed, 


10 Atter theſe things I 3a gmet by one of 


their Elders, who blamed me for, leading the 


people into the nature of chyrch government; 
whereas, they had'.no Re with ſuch 
knowledge: 


- _ 11. He added the money received alſo. I. 
' knew if . I _ had my due, I ought to have had 
ten times as much, However, I was willing 


$0 age It. 
* you did not in- 


windy 1 al REY Po. ; 


13 | was quickly. Bt of doors; none. to 
my appointments, the people warned 


They pick ed 


+ wt £ " 


COA: 5 Yi4-: "s , 


T's } 


great mountains, to petition Frantis,"yevall 
their" efforts *were'linivain, "Wirneds John 


ChappeFand'E Almonds, © - a 


"16 "Myſelf, and others drew-up a very hum. 


ble. petition, porhtng” outs a /few-of therevils 


we ſaw 1n the government, and” prayed -for 


_ union, But the people” were: forbid to bgn, 


on pain of expulſion. E 

15 Tr-was urged by ſome; that varah was: no 
law in the book of diſcipline againſb the: a 
Ing a'petition.. . 


18 'Butthe/law was produced'in the late 
book of diſcipline; * page'$8. Becauſe. it.as' 


mounred to the-fowing of diſcord; '&c. Thus 


fired -all who! vere diflatisfied with theingo- 


vernment,* ro © go-our.” 2Such ſurprifing mea. 
| ſures © their own deliberate PROS: would 


tondemn.” 


oa Hb - CHAP.” *XIX. 


ence at TV Ion Conference at { Mapakin 


* 


ND it is came to paſs ther chaſe i 


we* appoihted a'-eghtgrence at /Piney- 


'Grove, 'in Cheſterfield 'eounty ; to: confer on 


TRE preſent diſtreſs. - - i! 


2” We 'met according'ts appointment, and 
- converſed on. the ſubje& of church govern- 
| *ments- We? unanimoutly conderaned the E- 


*% - 


and” although they ſent two-men: days: the 


a \ 


our petitions fell though. "The preachers des. 


The * aggrieved Narey fill flrove for ati ECojge | 
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- piſcopal government; -but defired unjon wh * & 
The people. 14 
3 Aadthe method we purſued for the puts. | 
pole, was, we propoſed/an addreſs to the bi. | 
ſhop, individually, tor. him to' conſider our 
_ Giftreſs, and give. us to. meet with them, on | 
the occaſion. _.. | 

- 4 Wetold him, we only requeſted that the 
preſent form. ot government might be exa-/. 

mined,” and :tried by the ſcriptures, and a+ 
mended aceordi ing to the holy word.  __ 

5 By -ſo doing, we heped that * a permas 

vent plah for union might be eſtabliſhed: As 

- for the 15me, we would cheerfully wait.” * We 
eleted men to carry-in our addreſs, and then ; 
adjourned until December. | 
'6 And it:cameto paſs in thoſe days, that | 
| || Francis came on to conference in Peterſburg, 
| - where he met with our addreſs. . | 
Þ%. - 4 But Francis being (as he callsit) a © long 2 
| headed Engliſhmah,” and ſeeing the requeſt | - 
1o: generous, that to 'refuſe would diſgrace } 

him z and to comply would undo him. 

_ 8. He threw'it into chancery : I ſay into 
conference; ' and the reſult was, © He has na. 
power to call a meeting.” Then denicd he 
our requeit; - T- 

Irt-was very cruel.in the preachers, fup- 3 

4 Pom Francis had not power, for them not to 
Satacg it tobe. The reader will need nointer- 
reter/to tell the meaning of ſuch conduct z ; 
At can: ſpeak— tor itfelf.. 0 
10 > And it Came pais on the twelfth raoþth by + 


a | &.- # ©"% 
© Sas 5 E,* ; 
£4. ws kw co 
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- about the'25th day of the "month; we'met, 
purfuant to adjournment, at Manakin town, 
fo receive the anſwer from Francis. - -/ 
. 14 Our friends made report that his anſwer 
to us was, © I have no power to call ſuch a 
meeting as you wiſh, therefote, if. five hun- 
dred preachers would come .on their knees be=- 
fore me, I would not do it,” 00 

12 The anſwer ſounded-in our ears like the 

voice of Rehoboam. Thetefore all hope of 
union was ſunk. Nothing temained boy? To 

| thy teats O Fracl.” The door to the negoci- 
ation was ſhut. 

13 Therefore, a Koention, or flaviſh ſub- 
jection was unavoidable. And we unant- 
mouſly choſe the former. 

'14 Weformed ourminiſters on an equalicy; 

» | gave the lay-members a balance-of power in 
the legiſlature; and left the executive Gulneſy 

1n the church colleaively. 

15 But fearing we ſhould err again, as We 
were young hands in the buſineſs, we reſolved 
to eſtabliſh ſh' nothing we had done before an5- 


ther general meeting. S0 adjourned confer- 
. ence. 


| below, that we ſhould alſo 'confider their cafe, 
for they were * as ſheep having no ſhepherd;” 


"thoſe brethren below; to give light on the 


FT 
* 


mY ; ofthe tiny 


16 And as we had received letters Gs 


17 Two miniſters were appointed to: viſtt 


14. 
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YE. either by way of public debares,. 'dr. 
| nprivate converlation ; then to LOGS The: ſegie $ 
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[ * *27-:Anpd-it was right ;. becauſe th 
8:4 *Chureh: had na government befid&t 


( 8 ] 

- 18-This was; done according to order, and 
> conv one thouſand: ſouls departed. from the 
ERRORS of the Methodiſt Epilcopacy, ina ft 


days, - 
»CHAP., XX. 

The: FS opts meet in Conference, un the. enjnty, 
. Bf: Surty, i} irginga. * 
N TOW it care to paſs in the eighth. month, 
2+ | on-the-fourth day of the., month; in the. 
year, of {Jeſus Chriſt 1794, the. Republicans 
miet'in conference, in; Surry CQUAty: +; 

2: Weheldcenference with open doors, that” 


all might hear, and learn. Ard after much diſs" 
Soy ,/ahd ſeveral reſolutions baving paſted, 


3:/Wediſcevered plainly, the,minority were ' io 


Provort diffatisfied; and. therefore. moved chat. 
_ the awhbole; ſhould be. reconſidered, 'that, all 


wight beoreed, if peſiible-. x 


men were appointed to form a plan of govern- 
4nent, And Jay It. before conference: The, next 
3The committee met, and firove hard for 


py Enhpry {eatiment,; and. although ye {ought 


it earneſtly with tears, yet to ho purpoſe. 


Oo 4 God, /az,recorded in the ſcriptures. . 


"eg as wrote by the Apoſiles. 


8 But ir order to p- the minds, of bo re-. 


"ligious to the law and the cnn haviag' 


. 4: And-it.was ſo,/ that a committee of fore 


* 2% Or 6 ft length T4 was propoſed that. me boutd 
 Jayrafide every. manuſcript, and take the word i 


| pogjurg 


ot 


never been taught- to ſearch (he feriprures 
for LY: 2agh diſcipline; HOY 
9 We drew up a {mall ſketch,” As a puide, 
Airs a. light ro the connedon, nearly. on this 
7 woes. 4. 

ty Y 10. We learn from. the book at. God, that 
8 the ehurch 1n general, includes all the real 


16 X41-; I3, I 4+ 

1 11 Any numberofchriſtians "Lon Ya 5 
having. Chriſt for.. their head, and center of 
union, conſtitutes a church. Y 

12 -In the ptimitive church. were "twelye 
choſen miniſters whom Chritt called. Apoſtles: 
Luke vi. 13: The fame were Fholen Wit- 
|. nefles.” ASX. 4l..... 

13. Thoſe men; were ambaſſadors,. and poſs 
| &ncd the, keys ofthe kingdom, even the ſpi- 
wo rit of rruth, whichopened to. them the my les 
ol dt the kingdom or:-God:.-. rc ts 
it | ...14 Fherctore,, Chriſt ſpake, in. them, and 

Th then; > phys. were, they fully qualified, ; ang 


at | authoriſed 0 write the aft will bp teſtament h 


at of or Lord and Saviour Zejus Chriſt... / +. 
| +: 15 Lherewere Elders in the ctiurch-befide 
d } me Apoltfe es, who "Tal opredt i in. the, word and 


| | dodtring; Somme'of tt ropheſy, [ cak 
6 : with OBI Threrpree” &. Þ NE WF 


at afrer thoſe extraordinary, n miſſic jona- 
1 | Fes hac Tun their Face, only one order of mis 
| aſt a Fate. un MED rel. AFR? XX, Ms on 


1 Chriſtians in the. world. Eph. v. 254. þ. Cor. 


5 26- 


The Committee make Report to Conferenct'—The 


nation; and gave glory to God fot the light 
received. ' 


ſenting voice. 


tion in the church, as being a ſpecies of Pos | 
pcry, and not fit to govern fouls, s 


Bs laying on of the ha 


"-þ 


3 
CHAP. XXI. 


"ſaying pleaſe the Multitude, &r, a 
, ND.1t came to paſs on the morrow, when ||. « 
conference had met, . and the brethren 


all preſent, the commitree made report; and} þ 


the ſaying pleaſed the multitude. 
2 Indeed, the people rejoiced at the conſo.. 


' 3 Thus, the blefſed J-/us was proclaimed 2 
King, and Head ot the people; without one diſe | 


4 Cordially renouncing all human inflitu. | 


'Then'as free citizens in the land of Co-. 


tumbra, and ſervants of the grear King, we 


proceeded according to divine order, to or- | - 
gain Elders... 

"6 Thofe' preachers who were eligitle, were 
fer before the church, and the holy qualifica-. 
Tions, as Jad down by Paul, were read, and 

explained; 

7 The church was then defired. to ſay, if. 

thi men were their choice, or not. Then 


after prayer, we proceeded in the following 


gh ef : 


-*g" «'In'the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


" by the authority of the Holy Scriptures, with | 
* the approbation of the church, and with the l 
+5 of the Preſbetery, 4 

1s Our brother, to the 


9 © We ſet apart 


Tn fs 


HF © /% 
ne Holy Order and Office of an Elder, in the 
o utc of God: In the name-of the Fa- 
| « ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy G __ 
Th « Amen.” 

- 10 ' Thus the diſpiſed minority began to 
4d] bvild on the TRUE BASIS, our ſure founda- 
tion. 

11 We were much delighted to find that 
the'true hierarchy, or primitive church goyern= 
, ment, whichcame down from heaven; was a 
# republic, Eph 11. 12. although © Chriſtian- 

"Church" is the name. 
12 Yet we very plainly felt the loſs of uni- 
» | on with the. Epiſcopalian brethren. The 
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” | , preachers eſpecially, were much irritated; as 

| that bitter ſaying publiſhed in their laſt mi- 1 
: _—_ will ſhew. 
v \ The words are written thus, «/A few \ 
y. Wb. lied, who were as great enemies. to the v0 
| © civil governmentunder which they lived, as | 1 
©] *ro our ditcipline, have left us:: and. now Fl 
7 | © we have not a jaring ſtring amongſt us.” $f 
dj 14 The cruel affertion above written, is as 4 
e deſtitute of truth, as love. We took it into - 't 
| conſideration in our laſt conference, and it was F 


yl. unanimouſly anſwered thus: - | | | 
> || | 15 * It is the unanimous opinion of this kid 
Y "6 conference, that the charge is unjuſt, and 
» 1 cruel; and ſo far as it applies to. us— 
bh} «falle.” 
©] -- 16. The following i che ſubſtance of alot 
$i ter, which, I ns, Ar anſwers the crusl 
- flander, + #474 


L 8 2 


| CHABEPRXTh 2210 viot 1 1 
ve bf a a letter; from e Republican Mya 
= *nifler," #6 an Epiſcopalian Minifter. 

\ Drar S oe 
"HE tetlawing lines are addrefſed to you, | 
A forthe purpole of inveſtigating a tubjec, | 

IM portant 1n- Its NALUTE,. and painful to me In 
RE Fed: 
2" Þhar:' where: has: been. 'a divifion- IN OR | 
Methodiſt <hurch,. and" this'divilion was: Pro-,. 
duced: by the defporic principles of” loves. Ih 
ment, exiſting and increaſing in that church; 
Are! facts! fot to be: denied; 1 (£3 
91 g That pacific wieatpres were: uſed by rhe 
apprieved party, toobtain/a're-union; 18afat | 
whith: cher petitions, and addreffes-—doth - 
Hauneantly prove. 
"Whew thefe! fats came firft to mh view, 
4 lied atbthecandour, xnd'difcernmentÞFp pol. 
1eſeY;/ invheinveſiigarion of the ſubject. 
Wag And 1ratb obliged. me to believe thar the 
____complainggeerc:yuſit And that'the cavſe of. 
__ Livifierrwagtufficientito ſuſtify the effe®.. 
' 0:79 ?'Thiglentimentabidivifion,i narurally led 


5 


hs intotbedivifion; i! For the doQrine'then 
' Exhibited to us, was}: If youre diſſatisfied 


% 


6068 ::'Fhirefore, uncondivional fubtnifſion, | 
:b& cphrarion; wete theſonly alternatives”? 
— 31 Qiic aweufd/have thought;: as we could: not 
agree together, parting might have endedtibe 
| Ifput2.54u0 alas, wWehave found 1 TE COL 0- 
kngaads. a7 as viilt nid; 1 Pot} 
« #. For no "faoner had we : rorned our” packs 


-_ 


| 


1} i 1 
than a flood: of abuſe, .calumny, any” enutht 


fſlandercame pouring forth: afrer- us: ans furk» 


QUS:. faod! :: hw | Wo | "Wn 4k N kc 154 
From the Races reports that foow 
ſpread, and incteaſe4 dhe eould haidly for-" 
bear thinking" that a Tying! —_ had got a= 
mong rhe prophets: " 
10: Bat: } long reſiſted the thought; nk 
ſtrove to bcl:eve that'thefe reports otiginated 


in miſtake,” and not in emaen MUURLOgs: 


wan. 2: ; 4 
11 But the 's moment in caſt mike eyes on 


[| that-vite affertion:in the:minures of -y6ur laſt 

| general conference, faying, '** Afew indeed 

{| who were as great enemies to the e1vil governs 
| ment under. which they lived, as'to: our Git 

| eipline,” haye left us, &c- 11's 4 

_ #12) L was ſhocked/at the faying; ntl fant 


poſed; I had entertained a better: pinion: of 
the'members of 'your conference. than Nets 


- Þ were deſerving of 


© £3 And you {ir,” being i oats oy; char 


. conference, | view you'as having 2. handyin 

_ that:jmufamous flander:: | vi i od notiur 
| 14 And. now you are pleaſtd-ro: offer 
| better apology Iv «fir hc 9d es thaiupler 


them WEAT It.” $01 445% 


ETSY #1 which I wo Sag; rankink) "a4 your 
y zerfidious', 1nuation is falſe: the rap; as you 
are pleaſed to call it; docs nor fiu/ihnas:deforigph 
tive ofour char acters;/ but: [a$ an untquivocal 
Jefign-to-flander us; 


y "And. As You. arc pleaſe: chmokee *F- 54 
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[ 54 ] 
vil government under. which we live, a part 


of the controverſy. between us, 1 will here pres 
ſent _ with a few obſervations on that Ns 


ject. 
CHAP. XXII. 
The Letter continued. 


know what kind of government welive un« 
der? and how it was obtained? 

2 Weſley, in his circular letter obſerves, 
partly by the Provincial Aﬀemblies. 
mind-to inquire how theſe legiſlative bodies 
rity 1s derived, 

Nike legiſlative authority from the lovereign« 

ty of the people; To whom they are coaſtitu« 
tionally bound. 


a government out of ſociety ; and the conſiis 


the people—ſpeaketh on this wiſe; 

6 The legiſlative, the judicial, and the ex» 
ecutive departments of the government ſhall 
be ſeparate and diſtinct. _ 


1 liſhed us enemies to civil government. 


WOULD in the firſt place, aſk if you. | 


that we are partly governed by Congreſs and 
' 3 This is a truth, which naturally leads the 
are raiſed, and from what ſource their autho, 


4 The anſwer to theſe interrogatives is ea» 
ſy: "This are raiſed by delegation, and derive 


5 Such a government by repreſentation, is | 


tution by which the legillators are bound t to. 


7 With this view of our civil government, 
I demand of you, to point out rhat part of our. 
condu@ to which you aluded, when you Put - 


F 
- 4 
þ «& 


BP One might. be led to think from reading : 


1.4.5 


of comparing them t 


d 
f5 c 
Be 3G 
EN, 
7 4 - 
- x 7 q 


Ct: 3: 


that ſentence in your minutes that your diſci- 
| pline was fo like our civil government, that 


zhoever oppoſes the former, muſt be an eNC- 


| my to the lartcr, 


g Let us therefore proceed to the buſineſs 
ogether. _- 


10 1 have already oblerved- that the civit 
government 1s by repreſentation; this 1s: grants 


ed by your general conference. 


11 Qur rulers there mentioned, are not on- 


ly elected, bur re-elected; and all, trom the 


higheſt to the loweſt are amenable £0 the pco- 


ple. p 


'12 Let us now take a view of your church 
government, as formed, - and repeatedly rc 
viſed by conference. 

213 Here we find, that the biſhops, pre- 


| Iident-elders, elders, deacons, and .commont 


reachers, are. none of them properly the de- 


ares of the people; but they are the rulers / 
ot the church. _ $9) - 


14 You willallow, ſir, that the general cpn= 
ference is not raiſed by election ia the charch! 


15 Neither do they confider themſelves ac- 


countable to the people, becauſe they do not 
derive their legiſlative authority therefrom. » 
16 Indecd, your people are nor allowed to 


complain, nor point out to each other what 


ey: believe'to be defects in the government; 


TEE For this brings them under the charac- F 
' being d:forderly mERNEEs; who are | 
: ing Gilford, 9 CALGTAT Or ed 87s 
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The Letter continued. £5 ©n4 


[ 


aniver was, * To God.” | 
2 From this 1 infer, that they (as a gifs 
Iature)-are/accountable ro-no human power: 


_and if ſo, no human: creature ought to ruſh 


them. = | > 4 
here does ndecd appear a kind of elec. 
tion, and reſponlibility in the: conference, bug 


what'1s that. to:the; people? ©. : MW 


4 We find the general conference edtipolild 
only of travelling preachers.” 
members of the.church,” and he ſettled miz 
niſters are out of the bulineſs; Rows. 

"5: The election chat appears '1n d>cqave 
is a thing in ſhew, and not in reality.» + ? 

»6-Anclection reſpects two things; firſt, the 


; chooſing of .members: into.the body," and ies 
Conoly, the chooſing officers out of tharbodys | 


ID 


"Tis abſurd to ſuppoſe thar aw elegtea 
body have aright toelect members intouelt. 
kad: this is the only ſthew of. election robe 
found, in 5p ite members: into. che confers 
ENCE: ic 1 rat 
©:8: And. even in. this: Haro: the Ty fo 


ha!ds his-negative. + Whichnegative: tie alto. 
dah in. the choice of all the officers. 4914 
Therefore, there/is 110: :proper chemi mn _ 

the ahbec tv; nar the appearance of ur: Abt ha0-; 
the biſhop hath his gn Upan., 
under luch reſtrictons, © 


Kleviieuws 


H AVE often aſked who the preachers 
were accauntable to tor their conduch,' the 


@ © 0a 


Therefore; the 


Py 7 — Os. DS. +2 pop Wn | 
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1erve not the Names | 


——» 2 4V.: TS 
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C i } 
The Gopermys of the'Merhodift Epifeos 
pal Church; not only come1nto office without 
being clectedi by the fuffrageot the people, 
--117.. But conrinue 1 office; ſo long as'they 
pleaſe to walk by the ru/zs themſelves have 
made; and-whenever they pleaſe ro'change 
ehexr: conduct they catvehange theirlaws:: * 
12 Thele, fir, are the principtesof your:con< 
Fivdtion: ahd are as efſentially different from. 
 the-principles of your civil-government,. 
13 As 4 government over ſociety, is ies 
ent trom a-government outof fociery,”” Moxye- 
over, there appeurs another important ditters 
ence between'our civiligovernnent and yours; 
+ #44: For your laws of diſcipline, are-not only 
made by a.bedy of men who are accountable 
10 no body, / bur are judged and executed oy 
the ſame hands. 
! 15" The legiflative, judicial, and executive 
departments of our civil government; are: fe= 
| parate, ann -diftinct. 
-116 Whereas your government is = full CON 
flolodated, becauſe every part 1s NE - 
Pp in the fame hands. 6 
147 From theſe remarks; it muſt- appear; 
a pts Sgt diſcipline-is.-as incompatible with 
our” c:vi] government, as a government by 
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TS, 


thought, creates ſenſation in my breaſt: 


2. ' hat is to-ſay, We have purchaſed this | 


liberty - government by xrepreſenration, at 'no 


Teſs price than the blood, and lives of thou.' | 


ſands! + 
3 Some of whom died in the hoſpital, o< 


thers-on the' road, —and numbers fell in the | 


field. of battle with the Engliſh! 
+4: What ſufferings of body and mind they 
paſſed through before the awful hour,-who 
can deſcribe ? 
There is one thing of importance they 
have done for us, * They have ticed us from 
deſpotic negatives, and Britiſh tyranny :' 


6+ And-have left us tealed with their own [| 


blood, the valuable legacy of cjivi}, and reli= 


gious liberty. A-ltberty guarded, and pre- 


ſerved by repreſentation; 

7. And this is the government the general 
conference are pleaſed to charge us with being 
enemies to. | Groundleſs charge; cruel ſlan« 


der—the very offspring ot your ſpurious epiſ= 


COpacy. 
-8: The leading characters i in this grand ſy« 
nod, are Thomas and Francis. The one from 


the notth of England, {ince'the American res ] 


vol ation, 


-9 The other (Francis) came over food the 


land of Monarchy, before the revoluion. And 


] believe are both Briciſh arr wm (in their 


| hearts) to this day. 


- 10 What cnrollimey. Is there to be found Inj Y 
tholc men, beyond, _w; Cade conference By 


Hh 


—Yy a4 -« as 


' 9 1 


muſt bend to their caprice? -- 


..11 18 it the country from whence they have. 
emigrated? Or is. it the government | under 
which they were educated ? Or what is it, that - 


renders them ſo illuſtrious in the eyes of the 
conference? 

12 Can-it.be the principles of deſpotiſm 
they have brought with them? Or the arbi< 
trary manner in. which they have been known 
to conduct the bufincls of Reon apa: in the 
church ?. 

13 As to their literature, if we may judge 
from their publications, there appears -no 
-o_ diſplay of wiſdom therein, -: - 

Their journals are, for the moſt art 
ifivid.. They are partly filled with-violent 
attacks-o0n perional, and public Characters,— 
Theſe are no marks of learning. :: + 

15 Their kind of dif.ipiine, may (pnthepe) 
anſwer better to the north. of this, where the- 


Britiſh armies were long ſuſfered tO plunder 


the honeſt patriots., | | 
16 But when they came ro exerciſe their 


felonious practices in Virginia; they were ſent 


| back in the degraded fituaiion of priſoners; *: 
- 17 And I hope, that Briciſh. ephevradl ale 


ways meet with mw like repulle from our Vire | 


| E001288, that. Britiſh caged has done.: 


18 Your biſhop Aſbury, has complained in 
my. hearing, that he had -more.irouble in go - 
F > 


hk. 


I IS tis not our ſuperior wiſdom, nor ige 


vg the Virginians, thamall rae connexion 
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norance, that renders us:{o ungoverhable; 'bux 


our inveriable determination-to ſtand-taſt in 


our civiland religious liberties «* Whereuy 
od: —_—_ firangely made us frees”, 1 1926 17 


T 3 TI [134 64d{-6.. 4 * IT. 


CHAP. *KXVE -- 4.258245 

4: 1911» The Concluſion of the Letter. F 
N HATLVER you may think of-me, my 
V.: ſpirit, or manner of WorIngs 18 a mat- 
ter of: indifference with me. | 
2 Youare not ſituated as I am, anf cannot 
feel a< L do- Only-pur yourſelf where] ftand, 

rged;with a»crime of the deepeſt-die. 

A crime:of the:moſt enormous'magnts 


rade ;" which it believed; 1s calculated to en- | 


tail infaway; and diſgrace on poſterity ! 
- 4 Bur,: why anv:;l' thus treated 218 1t be- 


cauſe 1 oppoſe a government. not only- arb;- 


fraryinirs pranciples, but vindicalive ang Cru- 


Fl In-its; operation. 
$*4W hich cruelty we ſhould: feel; avere we 
heltered under. the wing of that PTE | 


ment which you ſay, '"we'are enemies to. | / 
:6 Qur European brethren know, as the Feros 


| did that it 1s not lawful for them to inflict : 


puniſhment ; 
.- 7 + Theretore, hope.'to influence the evil 


| rulers againſt 'us. - Bur theaven' be. thanked, 


poun influence ich themi 18 but weak; ti 


8+ The- miniſters of your:conference imay by: 
Gorges: themſelves, and like-the Origh;iſaps |, 
pole they are ſufficiently hid from A) _ As 


when only; their own eyes are averede _ 


y hy : 7 bp) 4 oO 4 as " Log I s bs 2, " * 
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-9  Butour judicious men' can fee that ſelf 
created dignities, ſuch your biſhops /boaſt-of; 
mult have originated inpride andvain/glory ! 
+ ro And if they cannot tree themſelves from 
| the principles of their 'education'(as ſomernos 
- ble Engliſh brethren have) they had» better 
returh to- the land of: their nativity; where 
kings and biſhops raign, 67s, quis yd io 

11 Ahi'no, the ſecret is! they have leſta 
Jand of cruelty, where they were governed; 
and not'thegovernors They had:torfeel the 
tyranny: thefe,” they wiſh to infli here. 
#52 T ſhail'now take my leave-of jou; and 
until you are more carefulof innocentchas 


] raters,” more atrentive to truth; and. ſhew 


more reſpect ro the: ſoredforiprures = Gag 
adicu TT: Hit 


+:479 Þ would add, in England; ſuchispiſco- 


pul digmity 'hath-no-exiſtence-:- [The pulpits 
afthe epifcopal churches are not acceſſible. tq 
Tuch men. 7d 0974 111,003 #08 43 
2.4 Were"they to olives to EO opal 
Kvrhocityteſid#s; the Holy Sea-woutd dos; 
and they” would: be reflected on'ag' me 
.F vi: they know.” os to 2241501 Say al 


ſy 


24+ ns 85197 CHAP XVIL, 1) doe 01. 
The Methadi E. Canons comin he ver 


T: MERE. ivſome hows to vlfou nahi in hes 


7 4&4 book of laws; but the canons, op! hays; 
} are what'tthave at rthis/rime"to: conlider. | | 


"bis Fu cold;, ghat- the« pre: There have res | 


( 
+ 8+ 


x 


aa LY EY : we : CR __ tr 
46" #220 : s = OTE Oy” OS LF =, g BE Toy epi PETE 2, 5 4 oh £ Ee went OS 4 
< i os .” i a 4 9 - . -  £ L = r : : & "8g - : ” 4 Sf REO Iv 3" TH. 
Ir hs oro ee at abt a 5 Fe ; _— WF | : 8 Ws nt” of Es , W 6 W540 2® — 23 2 
"3 Re OE OR. wr TOES "a De; ARES F. Fa E W ! DO” UT 2 Wy War. nas. a TR p Re —_— 5 CIR. "IT" <P « " 23 : 
+ >, - 4 Js * 4 I S 44 # o « J 4 4 Z AT. in MP ds as. I" RIO P:, TASTY 5 ah. £5. 22755 _—_ ctnx; Jo Sg 


" 
Ye nh aiers 


"1 = rh 


" 
. -M ; "ag POE "9s , » it © Y 
TE Or Ne NN NIL 8 were,” PLIS.? b 


A _ 
: * 


[ 62 ] 


mary hon $ old general rules to them. 


hereas thoſe rules, 'are no more the 


_ of the Methodiſt church in America, 


thaw the Britiſh government is the civil goe | 


vernment of Columbia. 


times: / 


pline, .for the year-179!, 'there ſtands an ac-= 


count 'of the origin of Methodiſt Epiſcopacy 


as proceeding. from Fohn fey. 
- 6. And every body knows that he was only 


an. Elder of the Dpliſ@opa) Church' of Enge 


gre 


Cis was conſtituted biſhop. 


- $. This eannot be true, as the circular lete 


ter, and their own. writings can teſtify. 


g:'The fourth ſection (if 1 remember right) | 
ſhews the manger of electing, and erdaining 


miniſters. 


quently relieved the minds of their ile; by 


4 The Methodiſts in America, are govern- 
ed by a biſhop, and elders; whoſe laws are 
made at Balrimiorez altered, and ſold ſeven | 


In the third :Qion of the book of diſcla | 


Opt Fkvie! publications ſay, that: Thomad! 
rought- letters of- Epiſcopal authority from 
John of "England, by-which authority, Frans | 


e 
' 
} 
1 


10 Both ſcripture and reaſon reach us, that | 


al guides. . 
11- Paul was w 


people who are to be taught, arid' led\in the 
' ways of the Lord, ought to have.a-voice in 
the choice of leaders, overlookers, or ſpiriua' 


writing to the churches when” 
he. aid, ec Be y ye followers tegethen of me, and 


Se 
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T8: 1 
mark them that walk ſo, as ye have us for'an 


example.” 
' .12. And the election i in conference | is nNugt- 


x | tory; becauſe the. biſhop can negative the 

| ordination of him who _is elected by confer- 
'j| ence. 

« ” * If the biſhop ocaſe to ofdain the preach- 


> | er thus cleted,—the perſon to be ordained, 
muſt firſt ſolemnly promiſe that he ever will 
be ready to obey the godly mandates of his ſu 


2 | periors. 
«| 14: Thus :it is, thatthe miniſters of that or- 


y | der, at ina tate of ſubordination. * See the 

rr of ordination in the Mcthodiſt prayer 
book, pape 292. 
_.15 1 ſhould not haye been cles of this 
| mine oath, in diſobeying Francis, only as I 
g: | promiſed to follow his « Godly dire&ions.” 
n | And I did. verily belive rf directions vere 
, | not Godly. | 

| 16 Each miniſter previous to his ardiG. 
- | tion, profeſſeth to be called of God to take 

| upon him this office; 
© 17 Neverthelels, if an Elder ceafeth: to tra- 
vel, without conſent, he is forbid to a&t'in the 
anda as A miniſter—although God called 

Ew: > 

18 Then follows a.barefaced error. Dea- 
cons appear to be choten by the ſuffrage of 
the conference, whereas they ought to be cho- 
- fen by the laymembers. ; 
nl © 19 Moreover, dearons 'in the primitive 
d churgh wcie ng interiororder of the mInifAry, 


= ohurch). 
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{ 64 } 
but fet apart for. temporal buſineſs,.. As y 


20 © The Prophets prophecy error, by which 


And if no amendment, the, 


ſhall expel. {uch, ; 


miniſter (nat | 
1n.the Tocicty, 1 


means: the. prieſt-bear. rule ;. and1amy proplt WI 
will -have it fo.” nbd. nd. Src k v 
_CHAP. xx&vitt." BY Fs 
"Same Continued,” ! » i T0 1 
"BE "oleh ſection. I OLD (as ith a 
. treats of remporalities) and. part-of;, rhe | P« 

pon .t}l. we come co the place 0, Power. ] 
the fixih queſtion, Ry Kell 
+2 I he power: aketh. an this miſe; fl Ye 
members he abſcns, from, their Mecring three ſa 
Hs they, mutt bg talked to on the occafian; | 


[Then the mipitter ſhall. report, that uch were] 


lied for immergl condudh, : -w 

of gur. rules.” | 

4 Your may with propriety fay « our rules," 

r:they,are.not. rules. of God's giying. 
pals:over, thoſe ſetigns.. FRICN 


treat. on 


453 Re. till we c come. to the place: 'of the 


cat, FaRiege, digingaibed by. the name of: 
16..Th 1ere. "this two celebrated names were ey 
It were) to be immortalized. This'was held 


'- forth ta the, people, as © gne..of the grrgate 
Charities 3 in the. world,” LP 
f- bg The ſons of. miniſters were to. be w#2] 
cated | gratis: this would greatly relieve their] 
widows. Befide, flaming miniſters, Were 6 6X5 
pected r tO Come forth ol r= 4 
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33. Great care was tobe taken of the ftudents 
le with regard totheir morals & literature... And 


in'ordes to give full ſatisfaction to the parents, 
| Francis promiſed to examine_into their im- 
bo prevents in learning from time to-time. 

19 While he him/elf was an utter ſtranger-ta 
a clafical education; Heng like me—born of 


ie | PYgr parentage. 


20 However, the fow charity-boys. were 
{| turned our of ſchool, as we were informed. 
T Yaans! gentlemen left the college, for, ag they 


bes inſtead of © Pies. and Puddings,” they _ 


qe with, — hb and oppreion. 


C HAP. NXIX... 
- RefleBions on the Cillege, Gr. 


E were ever taught to believe that 
* Y.. "Cokeſbury' was'-the property of the 
| people: But aſk.if the people KeTe EXE. CARE 
-ſulted with regard $0 its. corporation? - 

2 I never did a 


thavght\ it did not belong to our: province. 


glory, and lucrative mAthves.. 1wpo: It 


'Þ "fij ; When the religigus feelings of the: Peg 


| ple were from timec0,time,.cogently addreiſ- 
I <9. | both in public and private, be 
vi Todo; p thelp > bo I was «backward, 


pprove.the ſtep, becauſe } L 


3 Moreover, Lfcared it originated in yaig: 3 


Mz 
Woe Ras 
E. vs 


ger of iniptiſonment; therefore we exerted 


EI 1 
[1 


ourlevies ! ls 

+ But did he not mock + us, or would he F# 
have left. us and- gone up to Mr. Davis, in 
Bedford, and engaged £i 3009 towards anogy 
ther college ? | 

$ Whether-he did or not, Iam nor certain, 
But I had caule to believe it, ſceing his triends 
told ir: however, that fell through. | 

g Let the witneſſes, blefied with Cokeſbu- y 
ry. charity, fland forth, and tally with, thole 
repeated large ſums of money ? 

10 Then-ict the flaming miniſter appear 
that we may ſee how the connection is bene« 
fited by the operation. - 

-. 11 But alas, the glory of Cokeſbury i is con- 
\umed by the devouring fire, -and in one hour | | 
Fett: on 

Thoſe devouring flames purſued the 


n like -ptojee at Baltimore, where the: ſecond 
college, the biſhop's houſe, with the houſe of | 1, 
Ne (repo rt fay) were conſumed !*. F 


"Whether thoſe loſſes are occaſioned by 
cenlivs of the enemy,” or directed by Di- 
vine Providence, 1 dare not-conjecture,./  / 
14 In the fiftieth, and few following ſec- 
tions; 'welee the abſolute power / invelied in 
the (itinerant preac hers;/ where they - are di-. 
rected to expel members; Firſty. i ©: ' 
«8 For what they may iidge immoral; and 
ſecondly for breach-of the biſhop's rules: © + 
»246 3: Whoever obſerves the ſacred writingy, | - 
and divine inſtructionsin Mace. 18, 1. Cor.%, | x 


” _ 


[69 ] 


el. [1. Per. £, &e; muſt ſee: that none of thoſe ſec 
| tions are founded on the. ſcripture- goſpel of- 
he der.” Far from it. 


in| 17 The fifty- ſeventh ſeRion is worthy of | 


wo attention, but 1t'does not conſiſt of laws, "bac 


| ſtands forth as; a witneſs for God, and juſtly, 


in, condemns the book of diſcipline. 
a]. ;8 Ic isan old original ſeHtion, not eſpiſco- 


Us 


LONG, what farther witneſs do I need? 


7 tains all rhings neceflary to ſalvation ;* 
rn; ' 20 *S0 that whatſoever is not read therein, 
ICs, 


| quired of any man.” 


| is. deſpoctic, not free; human, not divine ; ; 
changeable, and not perminent. = 
22 The diſtin& body is abſolute; 'the pre- 
of | late exerciſes authority as ſuperintending bi- 
| ſhop « over all the concerns of, the church. 


CH AP. XXX. E 
An impartial inquiry with reſp to theſe hes. 6 in 
i ther Diſcipline, whereby the”, Bibop may be ree 
«* Pritted—or expelled, Wc. 


| 2uthority, therefore, as; one, Ju 
_ | £* the.cenf 


he.,conference. is not free," RS 
-2 Ter tt form an anole zody, be 


pal. - It ſhall ſpeak for nſelf; and when that- 


le 19 Thus it is writen, © The ſcripture con- , 


or maybe proved thereby, 1s not to be re-. 


"| - 21 The impartial eye muſt lee, that the 
ur form of government. which I have relifted,. 


S all the laws generally originate. in Fran- | 
cis, and the preachers bein ng men under 
ly. NT" 
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[' © } 
-+ NaF 'Trancis; by: power; policy; and in. 


flnenece;; has ſo far gained the: a/rendant over 


conference, that they appear thus; 100, buy 


remove the firſt fig ure 414 fee what rematns. | 


Shoul@ the "pronchens lop' off. ſore of 
the branehic s, the root remains. ShovuleÞrlie 


PEaTRErs refaiſs ts/ſubſcribe-to his meafures, 
© And he ſhould refiife toſubſcribe to their 


_refoluftons, fhioutd they they ſend forth to the 


church @ Rule Book, nor ſigned: by the biſhop, 

- 6” What anthority coald ſuch laws bear in 
the epiſe pal chfhch 2 Tt muſt be condemned 
by the ia fefior part of the earch; as a book of 


rebeNion; ee, epiſtcopacy muſt be diſſolved; | 


"2 'Tis writren' that the biſhop\8/amenable 
ro'-thE penerul eofifeferice: for improper con-. 
ahet Buit'Fet ic be renerribered, -that the 
getteraÞconferenee inveſt Kim with power to 
act (as biſhop) if all things over the oOnge) 


6H; 46 he” thinks beſt. 


4 Now Faſk inthe name of « common ſeriſe 
how- that bedy cen, iti any legal way, puniſh 
a biſhop for ating with the authority which 


| that body inveſted him with 2 


"Many: words thay darken counſel, and 
blind (GE e&F&.6f the ſimple bur- the" rruch 
remains ſtill. O that God may bo wes The: Eyes 
of the peaple;s 1 
"2 "THE exfrordinary method they and of 

ping a biſhop ts erialfor: wick dnl L e- 


Innoral conduct $' -irmpracticabley and L 


«iS + '+-3Y © 


11 In the firſt place, chree cacllng den | 


*% 


1 a J 


imup © « terth believe þim guilty.” 

12 | 'Ihey; mey, then.proceed 6 5 4g | 
ing manner; call for, ſend tox, or bring fix .Þ 
miniſters. of flic Hoſt and ſecond oder, trom 'F 
other diſtricts. 

13 Yhis forms a court of nine itinerant 
miniſters. But, bywwhat.apthority thoſe men 

ielr | - are tobe Hroug ht {o far from their bulinds, 
the Fr 1 cannot Poll 

OP | ; 4. I underſtand not the Make of judgment, 
"In 34 $483 the biſhop is to be ſtopped trom ,s 
ied | circuit, bntil this called court can be cal 
of | "Tected.” ASL 

ed/ | = "IS" of will they purfBe tim ill aberathin? 


ken they have-power to: ſufpend; or r#leafe 
N- | him; notwithſtanding the. chireh ry ibe 
the grieved, "arid injured. 
twl 16. To whatiſhall I-4iken it. Ir jellike unto 
a highaſheriff; and although the publicamay - Ti 
4 tbe: reatly:mjured by him, he ſhauld not. -bc » 
ſe, | *heldito fecurny ;:nor{be called to txial by any + 
{14 | court but his own deputies: : And they-knos 
« 8 "ha hes 'theirbreadt --- 
- -:174How.'canſuch hpnſitans; be contem - 
plated withaut: ſerigus: emorions{in:the breaſt 
_ of every member who hoids a ſingere regard 
2 of Zaon's welfare, xd the liberry of the laznts. 
v8 When we contetnplatethedays pait, ye be 
read of _Zaon's woe,”.and: find ith cevg rig > 
hereof: generally to : originate ;; ihe ambl = 
on;'a nd. policy df » S\R0g% aſſiſted PH their 
F- C LLUTES, /1 'E.. priefts;” 1 > v2 DDLLE 
OO I Ig And'on the other hand, fuſer by þ 
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wrpid flence of the people of God.” As 
ſhall ipeak of more TA. hereafter. Y. 


CHAP. XXXl. 


| Further RefleAions on the Laff Km i Dif 
pline, &c. 

b bs the third page of the form of viſcipling 

It is thus written, «© We think we have 


Þeen as cautious as the nature of our caſe will 
admit, to prevent haſty inncvations,” &c,. 


2 Thoſe gradual innov#tions, have as gradu- 


ally. made ſeparations. Whoever. is the au- 


. thor of thoſe innovations, mark him, as the cauſe 
_-of our drviſions. 

3 See page fourth, * But, we are very falli- 
: ble creatures, liable continually 10 err.” 


4 How can any man on earth, with judg- 
ment and''good faith, juſtify the conduct 
of ſetting up ſuch a legiſlature for Chriſt's 
church? 

IT. Then, each one of thoſe fallible crea- 
- tures,” execute thoſe changeable Aaws, 'ac- 
cording to his jugdment, in the k4: carys of 
the ſaints. 

6 In page the ninth, there appears he” 


>Pagkl of: a new deed, for the purpole ef:con- | 


"Pe 5 N 
FE 
Ph y 


Wat bn meeting- -boules, and lands.. EE = 
Read, mark well the contents; and I 


oy. &c, may be reduced to opublie "ale, as 


| - private Prapeeys ; 6 + S3%4 +4 "6. 


- F 
o_ - . | 
o 
$ , » = 2 , 


tun nay uy 


— 


— 


«1 


a6: 1 


8 But F would ſuppoſe, few, very few im 
deed will ever build houſes on ſuch terms, 'or 


2. 


convey lands by ſuch a form, 


9 Something very extraordinary appears 1n 
-page' the . tenth, preventing all, and every 
miniſter of God, however holy. in doctrine, 


_ life, or converſation, 


10 However uſeful to the ſouls of the pCeo- 


_ ples..even to preach, or. expound (70 the -peo- 


-ple) God's holy word, in any. of thoſe cha- 
als "Hb he be authoriſed by their order. 
[Alas 

'11. No books nor tracts of any kind with- 
out the.confent of the biſhop, dare. be print- 
ed... This an attack on civil as well as religi- 
ous liberty. . - 
0 However, it. does this Ho for the Di- 
ſhop, it ſecures him from, every publication 
which might: In any dEBrec reflect on vie. COn- 


duct. .. 


Ges '$ chartered fund. Which tund (Iun- 
Qerſtand). is like tobe eſtabliſhed by civil 


In the twenty: niath page, appears the 


law. Lo 
14 It appears, that their RT yg ExPec 


| tations are ſuch, that the principle will ſwell 


fo large, as for the intereſt to anſwer the 
Preſent neceſſities: 
« The truſtees, whoſe buſineſs is to take 


| YR 1 the preacher, s' property, are only. fuch 


as ſhall be called the Philadelphia, Commiltcs: 


16. In page ryenty ſecond, we read, "that 
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i 1 L. 
ſecurities "and deputies; im each fate," - where] © 
WE the money is collected, are to be thoſe! ap] 4 
2919 oved of by the rruſkees in Philadelphia. ys 
135 | What 1s thattory 25? | 
17 The obje&ts whith, this great charity 
have preſented to the ideal views of the peo. 
ple, are.travelling, and'worn out Preachers 
Sidows, GC. 3 #7 
18 Thoſe deflolate widows—I know-not, | © 
The cireuits ought ro 'Tupport their own] © 
-preachers; \and as for wbrn out preachers | | 
they generally marry well ; being men of good . 
characters. . . 
x9 Thoſt objedts (muſt dwell ina province ER 
_Thar Tam unacquainted'with. I'know the] 
preachers are ſometimes in want: and to-are| 
"many-of the poor members, their widows, and 
"FitHerlch children allo. '* 
"220 But the ſecret is, what's, Iath' Vert, 
and there is no new thing upon earth.= |. 
"Epiſcopal dignity neceſſarily calls for money; 
"and in order that ris 'may be catricd' into. 
*execution, "the feelings of the poor \memibers 
are. cogently addreſſed, * charity ſermons.” +. 
--21 Look back on Hhiffory; -and ſee what big = 
"Thbps have done, aMMited by Their creatures; | - 
-and on the other hand; toffered by the rorpid. 
fil-nce, and laviſh Reanneſs of the, innocent L.- 
members. 4 q 
2 RIf this. carried HiYy ne a6Uipirie of. 
"peace, peace, Ba ware 'of fchiſms At Go dis. ; 
lone GC. _ OTE Soo deeds | þ 
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HY I-% } 
rel * CHAP.XXXIF.” w' 
vy 4s | Epiluput Elder in a Letter, aboviia the Redfon 
Af © Toby the Republicans are thavged ' with being 
| Enemies to Civil Government, Ge.” - \ bj 
| JD LDERS—— Win aletrer tv'a\cor. bl 
0 reſpondent, oblerves, that” the "genieral \Y 


'S tonference "had cauſe 'to believe the 6pub- | 
'cans to be torics, becauſe he believed OK. | 


to be. one; © OO 
- 2 And his party were Geputies 4s him, and —" 


he a dupe'to Patrick Henry, '8&c. | |. 
"23 Tam'in duty bound to'anfwer thoſe bard, Þ 
and falſe affertions; and firft; with regard to [3 
the worthy tharaRerihe/points out, who never by 
concerned with our bulinels. © » ' 


4 1 wiſh'S; W—s wodls leatnito pive e®tho= 
ae to whomhonor is due.” Theveryperfon 
hom our delegates judged beſt: LI nine wel; to 
A fill the governor's char. - | = 
=] Mr. Henry, -a proved friend to his COUN= 
þ Try. "Whoſe. Fa agle.eye Arſt ditcovered- 'our 
$ 


Rare of 'byndage in Verginia, © 7] © 

iS He boldly defended our rights; Jamnbdriur. = 
4 wedthe proceedings of! Britain: afid morevthan 
-| thirty years ago, ' was heicalled a Yrattor, for 
/ | BS difplaying Th ina maſtery MANner- tlie rights « of. 
d] Americans.” *» 3 eff 04-2446 Rt 
Cs « When whe Fold: ral 6 Sicdelotch mveſ. 
T 'tigared, te\diitingurſhrd himdelf for wifdorh = 
| and' candor. Mſg to preferve'our liberties, Fa 
| and: ouralliance withiPrance: - 4 4. VE. 4:28 
| * 8 He thewed/that majority 'of the _ i 
Thad Fight taalter theirgovergmoAt,l Lhe. 
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ever they found it to be oppreſſive. And this | 
he, * is\the language of Demoerac *: þ 
9g, But: what part.of his Oy. can.any | 

infer to, in ſuppoſing Mr. H. to be an enemy? | 
Or hew did ihe dupe.me;? - -Thele ; are beavy ® 
:provocatives. 1 
. 10, But the ſecret | ſuppoſe tobe this, There | 
are. leading characters in.the..interior church | 
and ſtate, whoſe attachment towards . their 
native friends'is ſtrong ; and-they appear to be 
delighted at every-feature of monarchy. .. . - 
.\ :14 The republicans are willing to, put it to 
this ifſue, viz; Let the. principle men who are 
-moſt active declare their political. ſentiments. 
on oath, or by affirmation. 

12-As tomy. conduct, it may. be traced 
through the American revolution... After the | 
arinerant preachers fled from the ſouth, tor 
fear of danger; 

43 1laboured and nc, Nr from. circuit to. 
circuit, in North- Carolina, to feed and com- 
fort thoſe Poor diltrefſed ſheep,, lefr in the 
_wildernels. | 

14: Philip, whoſe-fir:name was ; Bruce, help- 1 
ed me—through great perils! 

15+ We judged it beſt, for men in our bu- 5 
finel {s, tO move as quier as poſſible. | WE 

116 1 was taken priſoner by the tories, .and 
robbed: I was retaken-before day, by captain 
Tons Roberiſon, the great, ang noted whig. 

| was afterwards taken priſoner by the 
Brivith: The chief officer urged me to ſubject. 
wyſelf tro my king. Although I was in his 
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opportunity; which + gladly: embraced; 
narrowly eſcaped their hands:! 


[BY 


hands; I would not yidd..- 


18 He offered to cher "a me if Twoutd 7 TOR 


| lemnly promiſe not to let- any man- know, 


aſked or not aſked, where the Britiſh army 


lay. 1 refuſed to dothW@5i7c cf wht ih 
13 Then I was diſpiſcd, and very near. fa- 
\miſhed for bread. wt which time, 1 reſolved 


through grace, to hold my integrity till death. 


:My honor, my oath—my ſoul was at ſtake! 


20 THI at laſt, Provideiice offered me ant 
and 


21 After theſe things, I went (notasa pri- 


ſoner) 1 into general Rutherford's camps, 'and 
there, by the teſtimony of two worthy.gentle= 


men, viz; colanel Robertſon and colonel Ow- 


.ehs, of Bladen, did 1 eſtabliſh my peigeat 
and civil character. - 
708 I ftood my draught as other men. Once 


y ſubſtitate faithtully ſerved a tour. - Once 


Leek on foot, -as'far as I was able, 


23 Which of my accuſers have done more? 
-Let us now: proceed to ſhew our receipts.— 
\Which of the itinerant 'men have paid more 
'to ſupport government, than I have done? 


24' Alas, why do my brethren this ſlander 
me, ſeeing. the roor of the matter is in me? 
All men muſt fee the cauſe, they muſt fink 


me, to > ſupport their error. 
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: baptifing is/the/ Power of chekeysforreception 


| 6 "ett: ARE. 
Ks fea $6 *Wherher their -profcflivn of faith bd 


* Þ OP 
"Reach, reſpeti ng" Heart, "and. Chu Zh Di of. 


-* prs 08}. { [ 
I'N the'be citing ofthis book; warden” 
"edrecatortheſep arates. The caulcs 
he attribures ro Prong revenge; meereft, ſelf 
and the devil. 

Mn page 100, he faith, the power of 


/ l 


into" the *<hurch;” "What "Can We: nk. of 
this? 

os es The ities members have not. the 
power 'of baptifing, therefore have 'nor the. 


"power of the keys: for-aUmiflion.”” > He quotes 


feripture'texts, which-promiſed:to'the Apol- 
*fles, "the key of Knowledge, SC, © bs Francis 
As Apofite? ? | | 

4 Page tor, Traricislundecndies the expla- 


nation. of our Lord's words, -as' recorded:in 


"Matt. *viti.'r Tf a'brother-trepaſs: againſt 
*hee,” &e"*©.rell/it toi 'the-church!?” FThe'in- 
terpretation: is, according to Brancig his: theo- 

gy, XX TelFit to the Paſtor”? - >» 
KONG 1 Page 102, he zddrefleth | the members 


his , you are not all bound ito knowwhar the 
by ip! ritaal ate of any mantis,-as he'is to join| 


in_&hurch communion with you! Mrpapoby 


- \yoir paſtor S truſt andawword. M4. 


2:61 Whatean the honelt reader makeof fab 
 ſubjection as this ?"He adds, the havead-: 
mitted them, yoware to reſt in his judgment, 
unleſs you. would uhdertake-the. office yourvl 


% 


44s Fg 


« ;ohodtaniie be ſerious arid credible, you tre: 
_ « nat called 10: try andjudge: burit your paſo 

oc | © tor have admiteed'them; he hath number 

ſes | © them with the viſible'chunchs + 7 IS 
-/$ 4 Arid! it is the: credibility of the. paſtor: | 


ne 

_ '] «chat you haveto conſider, Who/arec perſons) s 
of | «© char Vol ſhall meer at a ſacrament'orinpub; 1 
on | © lic communion, you are not at all Es | 
.6f | "ft try; 2M 


« If your never: faw chone before or heard 
he | © them ſpeak. Reſt tn the knowledge of them 
the fro whom:the keys are! cormnred.” | 
res : *x0”” Thoſe: keys have arvery orating rinele 

in "my cars; Such keys, when: the biliop-off 

Rome 'had them in'/pofſefſian, have locked 

wp good .men'1m prefon.” i; 1 
11 Butthe key of Chriſt's OT aka inbbe 
ſpirit.of” truth, which led the: Apoſtles into 
_ the myſteries of the goſpel: Thus it ts that | 
their wordsbindand thytheaven againfii-men. 

[72 Little did! Fronce'think;; that | Francis 

l Nould' ever offer to exerciſe the Pope's keys! 
He, in tbe time” of: his humility could; ay, 
God never called, me tobe.aprieft-' , 
at would be a biſhop; would be king.” 
=” Ty Pape LOJ- * If: you &knd6w ſuck. fics 
| . © wicked, it is no more your ſin to commune 

« with ſach men, .than it is-to/live and con- | 
_ Ev yerſe with fellow- ſervants that are wicked; 
«when it 1s not you, but your maſter Jigl 
_ ©hath che choice. ofithem.}*! 7: 5 oF >: 1 
. 14” Seepage 118.) © The ſcripture iewritte IN 
*.in- lubh-words as men 2 of. Purpals thas 08 
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. to the enemy, 


© Prieſt cratt.”” This cenfirms the: Deiſt in 


«they may underſtand it; and itis to be ſuf-" 
« ficiently ner by all men that hear 1 wy" 
«though they have no revelation. 

"eq i Obd hath ſet Paſtors in his church to- 
«* teach it.” Hard ſayings, . and dangerous 
doErine,' in my judgment. It needs expla-' 
nation, or chriſtian reſcntment. « Be ye an-- 
Bry, and fin'not.* -. | 

116 Had F. been a philoſopher or politician; 

I ſhould have thought that he wrote with in- 
dignation: and all his epithets and good words' 
Were only intended'to ſoften inſults. 
17 If he were a man of education, I might 
have ſaid with Feſtas, '** Much learning hath' 
made thee mad.” Such policy and: dignity | 
in the chriſtian church, gives great Og 


p_ 


©'1$+*This'\cauſes carnal men to cry out, 


his-no' faith: So, they become abominable'; 
and favorable proſpects vaniſh away as.morn « 
ing dew. --" ; 

*19' Its this that” rivits the oppreſſive 
Kitts, and.promotes tyranny while we write, 
and preach againſt ſlavery. «Doft thou ene: 
q_ more Þ And doſt thou ſteal "Ip 


5 


. ? 
= \ CHAP. XXXIV, lt figs 
, +S 


"Habit Epiſcopacy S puriout.” E hy : 7 << 


Pa the year 1789, we read thus, ** Who are "- 
'the/Superintendants of-our-chureh? 2. :In" 
the year 1988, ——_ in TT of diſcie'. | 


”-_ 


WIT. Py WO” -E 


_ abridge the biſhop's 


[ 59 } 


pline, ® Who are the Oe, of our church, ' 


&c. Page.3. + / 
+ 2 I refer now to the mimites for the year 


1789, © Who are the-perſons that exerciſe the 
Epiſcopal Office in the Methodiſt church in 
Europe, and America?” | 

3 The anſwer 1is,. © John Weſley, Thomas 
Coke, Francis mals by regular order and 
lucceſſion.” 

: 4 Verily, Weſley was a Methodiſt excher 
(not a biſho op) and lived by ee Ng as an 
Flder of the Epiſcopal church. © Niil dat 
quey- non habet.” 

6 Let the reader reflect on the-riſe and Dro- 
preſs of the Methodift Epifcopal dignity, and 
alk if any man who regards his character, will 
ever again—undertake to defend it? | 

6 However, the preachers ſay that they can 
power whenever. they 
pleaſe. - But, 1 would aſk thoſe miniſters by 
what - authority they can demand: the ous 
to lay down. the power that God gave him? - 

7 - Or do they believe the power the biſhop 
now exerciley to be of God? It it be of God, 
they dare not meddle with it : and if it be of 
man, icis wickedneſs. © 

$8 If the chelan religion, and the govern- 
ment of the church be'of man, then,-a power 


' of regulating, or altering the government is 


poſſe ed of man ſo that man may enact laws, 
abridge; extend, reviſe and repeal as he would 


any other political project. ;i1 
9; Lu This Pont of view, it would be. 


"43 But, if it be of God, it is great pre. 


fumption in miniſters-to ſet as legiſlators, and : 
_ laws tor Chriſt's church; 


ior. of the epilcopal church... iNi6 4598 5 
| That <gs man Never. p rofcſed to be a]: 


And to 


nt. wet a at 


CO Tn Hen of the Lord's people; and | 


that often againſt the will of the: church. 


12: AU thoſe: who are acquainted with the 


New Teſtament, mult alſo know that this-18 


nat ____ order. 
Strange indeed, that thouſands of g#-d 


mn Es ſhould, calmly | past with..their: gotpel 
liberties, and like E/2u (cll the birth right. 11 


+45 For; there is but one way that people | 
can give power t9)others which they have:ngt 


to g1ve;.that is, by. depreciating themlelves, 


$] But to; pretend-to juſtify themlielves in | 
giving. away other: -people's liberty, there 1 is 


fearcely. a-precedent. tor-ſuch conduct... 


prcÞ Y- 


-KJ. L would aſk] then, if they can pray en their | ” 


Their Jenealogy can reflea. hank fiber | 


thanvto;a tnan of yellerday ; Whores all infc- 


- +#8+:4 
2110p, NICE * 


ou wk he outhgr lotrees's f 


no 14% Dower. | 


-/19! 11 Thatcſors. 20s : he 


au of its ſpurious. birth... | 


: 
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rce-thoſe very laws in the | 


| 46: Theſe Epifcopal, miniſters are 6d | : 
to fay; that whoever oppoles,.and.condemns 
their. government, oppoſes God, and aLyage 
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7] Not: be divided nor according to the mo. 
Þ | gern acceptation of the term, can it be epiſ< 
| confer aa 


v1 | CHap. XXXV: | 
14 View Pf Epiſcopacy in its Beff Epate, SG .. 
FJ PISCOPACY, . or Epiſcopal government; 
is thatform of thivzch diſcipline wherethe 
ſperior order of the clergy is head, and go- 
gernor over miniſters and people : and ſuch 
biſhops are not ameanable to the church. | _ 
© 2* Our epiſcopal tranſlators-make mention 
ofthe word biſhop, Tim. 1. 1, 2: Compare 
Phil: 1. 1. Butthe nice epifics can aſſure us, 
- that the interpretation 18*elder. - Lord King 
_n tofivinced John Wefley of this truth. 
I '3 Weread in Ads 1. 20 of at Apoſtle fall. 
ing form his epiſcopal dignity by tranſgreſſi- 
A | on, accotding to a prophecy in Pſalm cix. 8. 
d' | In the original there 1s no b;at of epiſcopacy, 
| but a miniſterial office. 

4 In the original. Greek, from whence our 
| bible is tranſlared, 1 believe there is no ſuch 
| word, riorroot. Can an inferiarroot (rowit, the 
2 | prefbyrer) bear the ſuperior order the biſhop? 

| [eT. us never ſacrifice our common ſenſe. 
5 1 will appeat to the unprejudiced learned 
wr men, who know better than James or Francis, 
g k | &@: t the very Apoſites called themſelves EL 
4 | ders, and Preſbyters; or overſeers.. . _ : 
| Ro Per. 1 i. AN. 3, All rhe Paſtgrs or Miniſters 
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are called by the Holy Apoſtles, Eldersg.., Yea, | 
and he calls himſelf E1d en allo... 

op” Compare As xiv. 23. Elders were or. 
dained in the churches: Not a' ſentence* &| 


- fuperior orders called Biſhops... 


8. Letthe conference at Jeruſalem witneſs | 
this 51ble-iruth, As xv. The Apoſtles and | 
Elders, and people, compoſed that great cons. 


ference. 


9 And except Etders are biſhops, there was. 


_ no Biſhop among them, And if Biſhops are 


Elders, there can be-no fuperior. order of the | 


_ Clergy, that is of divine authority. 


10 See Acts xx. 28. Paul gave a real] 
folemn charge to the Elders, but nota word Þ} 
fo biſhops. TheElder is a Steward, to admin'Þþ 
niſter ſpiritual food to the houthold, (Luke: 


X11. .4.2) and the Deacons were Stewards of che, 


temporalities. 


11 The minifters mentioned j in F"4 Rexerall | 
fions; are czought by ſome, to be {even bilhops. | 
Bur, only let. the man. of underſtanding, be 


| guided by reafon, andthe following ſcriptures. || 1- 


12. Reaſon dictates to us,. that. the Lord | 


bad* many muniſters, and churches rein þ < ; 


thoſe ſeven; and that the ſame letter equal : 
eQNCern all the churches of Criſt, NOW exiſt-, 
IDS. gs 

13 "thofe feven fee given under the! : 
T ETTCTAS: i of the © ſeven ſtars,” plainly. Proven 2 


that. thoſe leading characters were all zn i 


«44S 4aS is © 4 $4 WS 


_  Saviours powerful hand movingtogether as a 1 : 
the Head directed, O2'L WOrKers rogethes | 


with him, ona perfect equality.” WH 
ny {even ſtars is _ over'the GB. ATI 77 


= þ Xp ona meſſage Fne number fcven, inſcrip - 
ture, 15a ntmber of many; or perfection, « SEL 
2 EE 3 Yak Seven ſpirits.” *Seven pillars.” « Se= 
| ven'eycs.” ©* Seven'pipes.” « Seven altars.* 

« Seven 'weeks.”', © Seven locks of hair." 
- « Seven withs.” « Seven thunders.” * Seven 
FE trumpets. ” Seven ſtreams.” 
| . :16,* Seven vials.” * Seyen women.” . Sea 
| ven heads.” Seven troubles, and I have paſſe 
{| through ſeven hundred already. 

1 : 17 There is one difficulty more; at whith, 
7 myſelf, and others have ſtaggered; which-1 1s 
TT placed-asa paragraph in the book of God: 

| 18 It is added to the laftletterro*Timo- 
thy, andalfo the Apoſtle's letter to/Titus. 
| * Timorheus ordained the firſt biſhop! ofthe 
© <burchoof the Ephefians.” © '1itus'ordained 
bs | 4 firſt biſhop of the church of the Creriains.” 
A If any Maar will prove that thoſe para 


graphs were wrote by the Apoſtle, then. Fein I 
Fraphs 


- Grtefits ws be made appear: but will proteſt 


7 pans 1787. 
20/1] know there are many who: 26618 ve 
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| © 14 Theterm: Ang, { gnifies miniſter, ototie b, 


ledge the epiſcopal Ninth -where the 


] gainſt the-ep:/7 copary born BY get, ond -—Y] 


| 1 done this buſineſs berter than mylclf, my Tong 


at 


| 
the epi hath, been. owing tO rl age preſumption 1 
of kings. and biſhops; by. forcing laws, ang ” 


bo 
| Þ is og 


{ # 3 
ſcopal religion have produced in the 


creeds on the people of God. | 
22, The miſerics. thence derived muſt el 


aſcribed to this ſource, and not.the. bleſſed y 
religian.of the holy. Jeſus... Read the bloody 


hiſtories, for | its uſeleſs to print them again, 


# # : | . 


CHAP NERVE 4,5. 


The writings of Epiſcopal Authors few, ' that 


- Epiſcopary hath no foundation in Scirplure, &c,” 


P 


vine can.be pleaded.” 


HE Reverend Mr. Warren ſays; biſhops | 
L.. ſucceeded the Apoſtle, as. he believed, | 
* and without a line of ſucceſſion nothing di- | 


- Biſhop Hoadley. 1 in his diſpute with De. 


Calamy, gives up the, point. Mr. Warren. 
ſays: that he will not deny but in_ the Greek, 


we Apottle John calls himlelf Preſbyter,. ar 


F + 5 v; Bur he ſuppoſed he wrote-1t through 


fear. - Fie, Mr. Warren. 


.3, Eraſmus, who was copnred s an et 
G rwecian,, honettly.. confeſſeth (as hiſtory ſay) 
that the word, biſhop, is not found in the gfe. 


inal Greek. 


114 The,celebrated T ittler Koo that epi. 


copa8y 1s not.of divine authority. ; 


Thus he"; proves that r no Nh. vile 
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1 that biſhop, is a borrowed name. 


(ao 7 


| exiſted among the Apoſtles; ; or for a long - 
v4 time after. 


.*6''Bur he! proceeds to” ſhew the wel ny 


'| tl c Apoſtles/tiad ho biſhops in their days, O 


ſays he, it was A erect | in the Apoſtles £0- 


2 « ” The reader may ſee! how hard run the 


greateſt wits have ever been, in EFING ro de- 


fend epiſcopacy. * 


8 Mr. Weliley, in his hiſtory aſſures me, 
Yer he 
would ſpeak in favor of epiſcopacy. 

9 | belicve the title originated in-the'civil 
world, and 1s of a majeſterial feature, - COM 


[| manding obedience and reſpect. 13 


- 10 Calvin diſputed this poinr, in rhe refor- 


| mation; pleading for the ſcripture order of 


the Preſbytery: and that no order above a 


Preſbyrer, could be divine. 


11 'Mr. Law informs the eeS that he 


Teparatcd from the epiſcopal government,” as" 
| a debt he owed to God; and an act of altegi- 
"ance to Chriſt, as the jonly law=giver for the: 
2 cwrch. Maa. xx $9 67-01 


12 Biſhops were a kind of officers (asau—' 


'thors ſay) and inſpeters among the'Atheni-.! 
ans; and alſo among the Romans, and Jews;» 
at length i it was borrowed for the.church: and 
1 would that the borrowed word were returned? 
#. from whence it came. © Do 


17 Bifhop, as ſome think;-comes- from the 


1; Saxon ward nos x] HU the op wars Here: Crav 
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ft 4 1 
t from the Greek ward: overſee,or abſerver,| ” 
or elder. oy 

14 Biſhop; FY paſpas; from the rerm father | fe 
Papa, Epiſcopas,: or. «rogue dignity. ; 

| SOR Romanus, or Pope... 3 + n 

| There is a pamphlet ſent out worth Eat Þ 
piſcopal Church, /by- John D. according to | C 
order, m the year 1795. intitled/the exercitey; 
or way of ancient chriſtians. Thar tra&t is: | fi 
tllot popery. See page 11.7, &c. 1 n 

.16  EpilÞpas, i. e. pontiit, pricft or high- 
prieſt ; papa, 1. e. pope, father, pope. Thus.” 
ſarhtheLord, ©Call noman father on-earth.'' J F 
oy none call me father-in the church, who! | / 

allthemſelves my friends. 

17 Thus we clearly ſce, that in rigid epiſ- | 

3 fs copacy, 'Popery ſkulks in all irs native defor-1 'W.. 

3:35 mity., They diſpiſe the name, but delight in' | n 

2'$3 the dignity. 3 te] 

- 18 In matters of religion, ] regard no wri- | 

tings but the inſpired. Weſley. In every ] 
Ping L appeal to the law and the teſtimony, | 

and value no authority but this. W.. - * 

Ig That according to truth, biſhop | is elder, 2 1 

elder is biſhop—overſeer; &c. And as for a 

ſucceſſion of epiſcopacy from. the Apoſtles, it | 

cannot be- proved, and therefore is not divine. : . 

20 :The truth of whar I:fay, I-call y-rhenly 5/5 


phe 


teſti imony of Thomas Coke, Fraxtt Aſeury, with. T 
the General Conference for the year i754; Thenith A ﬀ 
have declared: from the E as what 1 you = 
write. :.... 416 23 
21 Nov, peas? ing to common. Tenſs &. |; 


f % 7 


»| their publications be trae; as T believe they 

| ure, miniſters were-all on a perte& equality in 

- feripture times. 

| . 22 Dherefore the ſuperior order'of biſhops? 

b muſt have originated in pride, and church 

4 7 v4 What 1s vy ſome called 6 Pric{t - 
 Craft:” | 


- 23 And if fo, every bod man who is. a 
friend ro Chriſt, ought to explode it: and by 
4 no means be brought into ſuch ſubje&ion; 


6 CHAP. XXXVII. | 
Epi copacy operated to the downſall of the Primi. 
©  HOe CDHNVCN AS5-+ 
AN any man on earth ſhew any form of 
"diſcipline by which the primitive church 
was governed, beſides the Apoſtles writings, 
as they ſtood recorded, and were:received-Þy , 
the. people of God? Where is it to'be found? 
#- 2 Ye, the creat conference are Bold t5 aft 
ſert, that government is left for the minitfters 
| of theſe days, to form; alrhough, they are 
af podE - nnd creatures, liavie commully* t© 
ory. go ; | OX 
4 'Pious John Weſley, with other KiAGriL 
| ans tay, that abour fifty years afrer the Apoſ- 
4 tles,” this evil aroſe inthe church: 
| © 4 + The Elders began to grow wife above 
what was Writen, and to began to change the 
face'of a divine goverment. 
1 © 5 Preibyters began to form overs in thoſe 
|. --@ ys: fior' does there appear a trace” of 'this,  - 
a the fit .cent ury+” Weſley. | Re 13 


Zzecce, jandWfo.prevailed; os nbd 
-; 6. 1o proceſs of time; un thoſe countile tvepll 
ny BP ied one man, to. whom they 'gava | þr 
place by way ot tubjection,'as their prefidentgy 78 u# 
and atted as deputics under him. - 2:2; 
7 Such men-ſuperintend certain cities, or. 
provinces, and were aficrward diſtinguiſhed | 
by Senor 3, then  Apuſtolice Father;  Metrepolie | @1 
tan, &c.. Biſhop was introduced ſoon after. * {| þ 
' 8. Thoſeleading characters appeared at firſt Þ -' 
as humble as holy men; and called themſelves | 6. 
the delegates ofthe brethren: and ſet to give” Al 
countel.s. 2M 
9. Their humility declined, they began to | n6 
act as legiſlators, and. {ent out canons which: 
are laws or: binding. rules. The ambition of | tl 
thoſe biſhops, and. the torpid ſubjection-of | p 
the. people;.. with the help -of the biſhop's | «e 
creatures, planted the ſeeds of popery. Epiſy | a 
COPacy, /1S- the root.of popery z and popery i 4 5 
epaſcopacy in full bloom! | ec 
29 1 learn from epiſcopal authors, that Fe: 1 4 
veral anc:ent churches complained, and mur« Þ 
mured. ' But a revolution was prevented wy Dy + 
the activity.of the interior miniſters... 7 - 4 
44: 4.will here inſerc a few ſentences i in 
their epiſiles, as wrote to'the brethren, in_ 
_ gfder. t9 {i1]] the people, or merybers ol ey 
ancient churches... 1 
"12 Thcir words are handed to. me. by; a 
4 Dr., of, the epiſcopal order, ſaying, | 
* We: ought+ro follow the biſhop as Jelu | | 
Chrif ighaved the F ather.” 4 "AU «It we 


BE: 


1 £ the Devil?” 
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| Hoſe union/with the biſhop; we ſhall looſes? 
A | bread of God.”.- Again, :* He that doth-ow 
| mthechurch, , without the viſhepy Ty 


11/13 Thus the people were Niilted, caſt away 
their own judgment with regard to-governs 
ment; and afterward gave. up their bibles, 
and concluded it was fafeſt ro follow their , 
biſhops. Look over into France and Spains 
2-14 Thewritings of Francis/in his book on 
| Seiſtans, his conduct, and that of his Elders 
among the: Methodiſts, together with the 
ſtrange conduct of the good people, compared. 
10 oo. anſ{wereth like faceto face tn a glaſs ?* 
| Inthe Apoſtolic days; and long aftef 
_ bleſſed New Teſtament was'read, and ex- 
plained-in all the churches, as'Chriſt direct» 
ed; and this was the only book of Dy 
and diſcipline. | 
-16 | The following 1s the aan of a An 
exhibition. delivered in my preſence by H; 
_ Hill, who ſpake after this manner; 
J - 17 Epiſcopacy is divine, for Moſes was not 
+ choien by the people, - but ſent of God. | He 
1 | was their law-giver, and thoſe-who reſiſted 
| his authority. were deſtroyed by divine ven= 
geance t _ 
2 13 That high-pricſts had. inſtar prieſts 
2 under them; and they governed the church. 
] He alfo affured-the people that Paul was uni- ' 
| Yerſal-biſhop over the Gentite churches, and 
| dr Hl, —_— in Jen ulgiegt St amy. 


% 4s _ 
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"29 Moreover, hers were cherbiſiops) 1E, | | 
*/ Biſhop Timorhy, and Titus.” © 01:9] a 
_ © got How eaſy. ts the anſwer; "Moſes: was an. | F4 
inſpired man, a mediator, and type of Chriſti. | £ 
This [/man' proved his mifion-by. wondertul” A 
miracles! "Fhe people prayed Jehovah to | x 
fpeak to: Moles, and let Moſes ſpeak all the | 
words of the Lord/ to the church, and wen 1r 
would obey. - | Tt 
21 Moſes taught them divine Jaws,” Their 1 
government was from above, called Theocra- | 
| ty: and {o remained till the time of Sings? UB: 
7 which proved a-curſe to the people. "2 a 
* 22 As touchingthe priefthoad, our Highs t 
Prieſt over the goſpel church, is our Lord Je | 
Tus. And as for Timothy, and Titus, they | F 


| were itenerant 'preachers, who taught the | t 
| churches ro-walk by ſcripture. rules; as they = 8! 
ag” orders to teach. TJ 


Mr. H further added, that O'Kelly efef þ 
thens! becauſe he miffed his expectation x the |. 
_—_— council, where, and when he wy ane to' be Ji 
_ ordained biſhop. Þ:t 
' 8 '24 1 aroſe before the obopte; arid fake af | 
>. | ter this manner; I'can appeal to the''Lord{- | C 

| andiam_ now ready to be qualified that" the. g 


| man hath belied me to my tac C, from the 1 

4 Es pulpir, —Or ſacred deſk. | 6&1. = 

Bt CET. 3 CHAP. XXXVIIL ©: 1 2 IR 
ke. E little ſretch on the riſe & progreſs of Epiſcopacyi | Þ 


F-N, the 1 NAS TT; hoo popes. 1% were, Fr | 


at 


15% and others held their ground, and perfſevered.: 

| | + 2:Afﬀter that Kings became Proteſtants, the 
ws) reformation went on-rapidly. Yet there was: 
1} afchifm in their body, becauſe of an cftabhiſh= 
0] ment. 

ej - 3 King Fiwerk dicd young; and Mary 

y 1 reigned in \ bis ſtead. | She being a Papiſt, wilt 


L-7 oalie- blood ef Proteſtants, and imprifoned ner? 


r | fiſter. 
2} 4 Shedied alſo; and Elizabeth reigned: int! 


: | her ſtead. She being a Proteſtant, paſled an 


.Þ act, that none fhould' ever 'reign there, bur! 
4] thoſe of her profeion, ice. a Proteſtant 
4 -;.<:She died; and Zames reigned in kerſtead. 


| in his flead. He cared for very little; but 
2 | how he might or ratify the fleth, in all kind' of 
ef Jexury, 
©}. 6:10 thofe days, great numbers ſeparated. 
e | from the tyranny of Fpi{copacy;, to the VEXAR= 


a | 
65 took nm way; and Charles the firſt, reigned 
Y 


4 tion of the: biſhops. cd - 


2 7: And it came to pats ip thoſe dave, that: 
| Otiver vufurped authoriry over the people, as 
e | © Lordprotector” About this time, Charles! 
6 | loft bys head. I have not the hiſtory by me. 
: 8: The other roval Charles fied to Scotiand, 3 
| become a Preſbyterian. But when he was! 
F, | cated to the Prnh {ht throne, he became an 
1 Y pifcopation and renounced his folemn teague.?! 
e1 ig: + ie conſultcd the biſhops, 2nd fent his 


£4 the power of che clergy. Bur Ether: Calvin; 


Fpiſcopacy proſpered 1 in his day. - But death. 


& ce. Epileopacy in Scotland ls 


EY OO 6 td Bs hates IPs 


Bleſſed” min' RM wererſilenced; mHumbers of! | 


ow ? 


the people and:miniſters. did they maſſacre /: | 3 
Qrhers fied 'ro America © May: Amerita ever | | 
be an-afylum tor thoſe who fly from tyranny. * | * 
-:10 Heodted, and went tobisown'place; 5d 
James, who reigned in his ſtead, being moved; 
with humanity; granted liberty of 'con!cience: | * 
31 Then had the i»nxcent Quakers, as alſo! 
the re/igions Bapifts, alittle reſt: and in thoſe: | © 
days, Bunyan awoke from his dream, and ſaw, |_ 
tnar light was good. | | 
:12 The biſhops diſcovered that James was' | * 


Fn BEER wn Tyre uns ap 4 


A" favorable tothe Catholics, this notion: | 


prevailed among: the. Fpiſcopalians, till the! 
heart of the king did tremble, on account oc 
_ head ; and ke fled to France! - * 1-* 
He died, and Ann reigned in his ſtead. 
In! thoſe days diflenters were diſpiſed; and. 4 
a= were crowded with them. | * 
4 Bur kind Providence removed her from! | - 
the > Pags dy kingdom, ro——1 know not were! | * 
\The latter kings have been more met"! 
RE but the eſtabliſhment ſtands, and thier} 
government 1s dangerous, 

16 The great miſtake in Epiſcopacy lies! in 
the' words, office, miniſter, © rule over,” gy 
The fimilitude of overlecer, ruler,” &c, when! 
applied to civil tatters mul bear authv- 
rity; - 1 

17, As miniſter of ſtate, chrtvfied by the «| T 
prince with the adminiſtration of the govern-! | 
ment; as agent, &c. But the kingdom of our 


Lords 1 nor of pg worjd: therelpre et the, curte; | 


tm 1 


| feers of his church. are Jpirituat puides; ;Lea- * 


WF ders, CC. 7+ 8 
ON 'S CHAP. XXXIX-- | OY 
& | N effuy on the Merhadiſt confitrion 
4] 4.» cre extracted rom: the form ot di 
SF Lipline. ., «2 
oY Article The government of the Method:- | 
(e. ] 3ft Epilcopal Church, is no longer regulated =. 


ip. | Þy. che ſuſfrage of diſijict conferences; but is 
*fully conſolidated under one arch- biſhop, pres 
| Jate, or head. 
| Art. 2 The center of union is general ; 
Eo conference—or biſhop. The interval of ge> . 1 
of. 'meral conference is four years, 'and. no Jaw F 
1 J..can be enacted, repealed, or altered bur thers, 
$4 $96 then. 
d | © Art. 3 | Nofettled miniſter, ſteward, lead- 
= xr, nor lay-member, ſhall have a yoice- 1k 
m! | conference—in forming rules 
1 |} - Arts.4 Preachers may be received an trial 
£1: by the biſhop, IT his deputy, as well as af 
ie: | conference ; but not by the people. 
F-3: Mt. 6 The governors of the people are 
:1\ | choſen out of the preachers, and that by the 
e. | Preachers, and not by the church: but the 
”_ biſhop holds a negative rej pecting their ordi- 
gin nation. 
i]: 4r1.6 The prefident elders ate men val the 
i | dior s choice; and their ſtand in that de- 
Partment, 18 during his pleaſure. Fe 
Art.7 If any minſter ſhall ceaſe to ranch 4.” 
-Fithout obtaining the approbation of. conter= SE 
£:ce. and. uy he Tall.” no longer Excr+ 


_cife the facred TOP of a riiniſter i in: 


 £00d recommendation, as dire&ed: by law, | 
; they may be ordained deacons; "it the biſhop | 


of the travelling miniſters, in order that che | 
may preach 1n the circuits of ſuch miniſters,” 


Art. 14 Motions carried by a eKjority, feed. b; 

the hand-of the biſhop to: ſtgnirhe work be- ] be 

- Fore it can be publiſhed ; becauſe he holds Fj: 
_ his negative on the preis: / 
"L Art.1% The-general conference when met, [2 C 


church. 
Art. 8 Local. preachers, if they-can bribes «| 


+ hes NS ; 


pleaſe: bur none are accounted worthy of | : 
rhe elderſhip. © \þ 
Ayr. 9 Local preachers muſt obtain licenſe | 


Art, 10 Local preachers have nor the ſame] 
right to the pulpits, as the travelling minis, < 
Ners have. | \q 
547; E1-; The conference has 1 perperual | 
preſident, till removed by Ueach, -6r expuls, | 
Hon. Tl 

>Art. 12 Whenever there is a vacancy in.the | | 
holy ſea, there ſhall be a b-ad elected for the | 
people, (bur nor by the voice of the people, | 
nor' local preachers) Dy the' IUnerant Mink | ; 
Tters. * 

Art. 13 When the geheral conſerencernees 
the billion is allowed to choole for himfelf out | | 
of that body, a commitree, -or privy council; | * 
which council prepares buſineſs for confer | | 


warts Dl df 6h ak a — 


ence; - what, they know not rill it Comes be-, 
fore them. 


is a wes EAT Cans becauſe 


TRL 


| to-be reſtncted. by the-people,-:nor. the limits 
Fl of any former conſtitution - Whereas they 
| are not. elected by the people, they Cannot be 
'] xeiponſible 10 the people... 
"| Art. 16 Canons proceeding from the Brains 
"2 _ fiaftical Leyiftature, ſigned by. the biſhop, .are 
"| then binding on the whole church: fo that 
| the people are not allowed the liberty. of xe- 
| monſtrating againſt any glven law. 

Tf} _. Art. 17 Yhe prelate has power to-form the 
2% diftricts and ſtation the prefident cIders. He 
* | alſo appoints every preacher wherever he will, 
1 in ſo.abſolute a manner, that theminiſter can- 
14 not appeal to. his. diftrict, though injured} 
CY This act. paſſed, though is not printed. es, 

\ _..##t:18 Theexccutive buſingls refts wholly 
| with the itenerant. preachers: only an expet- | 
| led member may appeal ar aquarterly meeting; 


ll Art 19 Quarterly meeting conference is com 
0: 

7 poſed of -men, who are in {fubjettion to this 
7. travelling elder,—whois thejudge of that.con- 
+ |: ference; before whom thecaſtour muſt appear. | 
it Art. 20, The gradation of their miniſters 


». | are the local preacher; the helping travethng 


k.. . preacher; the: aſſiſtant; the elder; the Mo 
A. iding elder, and the biſhop overall. 42 


7 i wy 21 The biſhop. is naps to: note 
but the general conference for his condudt ; 
| except. in caſe;of wicked eſs; then nine tra- 
 - velling elders, may try '* im, =nd luipend 
: | himn—if they will. 6 

© 4rt: 23 Liberty of the 4 eſs is s not granced. | 
« | ; individuals i [48 LEO; CESS, 


LE 


-+.4 
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' Ap}. mh 'Tt:is.written in the book of difcil. £ | « 


'S 


pline; that the biſhop "has: the-prefideatſhip! 
of the college; & 6c 
Art. 24 The biſhop can withdraw the. | o 
preachers from any diſtrict, * v0 
(Art. 25 Thelegiſlative, "adfelas: and exe=.! , 
cutive a rc are infeparably fixed in 
fame hands. = 
CHAP. XL. 0:0 
# Sketch on Seriphire (nvernment; Or, The Rey: | | 
- al Standard. 
2 T-COU LD call foftha eloud of witneſſes fron. 
4 ,:mhe Cld.and' New. Teſtaments, -to prove | 
; the authority, and fuffici-ney: of the ſcriprarg. 
Hierareby; bur a few will be Fuicitar, __ 
2 Thus ſaiih the Lord by the pen of Moſes, ' 
:n-the 18th at Deuteronomy, © The Lord ſhall | 
raiſe up a/prophet,(C Bert): him mart ye hear.) 
in all things: q 
The word of the: Lord came unto the | | 
| prophet Haiah,' «To the law and to the teſtis | * 
©. — mony;;. if they ſpeak not according-to' this | * 
-' word, it 18 becaule there 1 is NO light! in them. - 


IE 


gan ms OO 


=; - Chap. VAL. 120. IS 
SE 4; The law and” eſtimony, muſt include the T 


__: doctrines and-goverament of Chriſt's church. || 

4 [- = * L wl now'call for the teſtimony of Da- 
—_ 7 ; - viel, Ix'9, 10. 3% Neither have we ebeyed the | 

_ Rn voice- of the Lord, to walk in his laws, ſer 
” |  betore us bythepriphets” * _ 
W ' . 6 i\faiah ii. 3- «© Forout of Zion ſhall go. 

s | forth the law; andthe word of the Lord feoue'? 8 


v be +3 
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| crulalem,” ” Compare vii. 16, * Biad up the”; 
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- | reſtimony,; ſeal the law: among my diſc 
T Sce x1. 12... « þ. 92 

2... 7. Jeruſalem was the place. whene.ch PL 

p | eolpe! church was eftabliſhed; from wh If 

1 the doctrine and diſcipline, went-out into, a 


LF Es mY w 


Lol 


a $72: 


| the world. |. it thus 
« $ Matt, xxviii. 20.. aching them. to obs 
| ferve all things whatſoever I have. command- 
| ed. © Take my yoke upon you, and learn, of 
c me... II. Theſ, 111. 6, Now:-we command. you 
1] brethren, in the-name of our Lord, "ER Os 4 
JT 9 Chap-ili. 14. If any man; obey. not bur y. 
| word by on epiſtle, note. that man, anc AVE | 4 
.no cor any. with him... wy 
10 The foundation of. the true Ahora 1s 
found in Eph. ii. 20. The Apoſtles .and pro- 
In phets, | Jeſus: Chrift rhe, corner ſtone, -0m- 
1 Pare: 1 gal IX, 7. * ke es 
- BF hat Chriſt. is the anly headof bis ;<hugch 
can 8. plainly proved by ſcripture and reaſon. 
1 Jfiah 1x. 6, The governments: ſhall; Be upon 
0 ſhoulder. iT "2g 6& of}; O 
7 Y TIM- ph. 1v. tG, Grow, up: mg b I 
j ] An DENY hea of the, Vody, 9,99 1 
+Compare; Eph. y, . GER the, head .o 
church, asthe huſband. js che heag efcbe. 
Cady, Shall the. church;hay [WO 
| woman two ul ands?.\ ha will noe! 6:0 
ſet. hifaſelt bead with the Lord? ., 
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not by conſtraint; neither as tords over God's} 
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"pare 'Acts xx. 28, &c, . 
171i -To@ 
*rhe'Elder muſt have double honor, what ſhall 


-that F rancis, doth. He did not lord-it over 


98 } 


James,'the Apoſtle faith, * Be ye doers of the | 
word.” '* Fulfil the royal law.” Look inty 
rhe perfet law of liberty.” © ' We have one 
Ia 9 pA 

i 5 Let Paul ſpeak, * Do we inaks vid this 
law through faith ? No, weeſtabliſh the law,” 
*© We are under the law to Chriſt,” i; What 
More do we wiſh. 

"16 As Chriſt is the only bead of the true churcl| 
then are 'his miniſters oti a perfe& equality, 
Superiority : is exprefsly forbidden. Matt. xx. 
77% Ab: —XxXitt. 8, 10. | Be not called Rabbi. | 
''Fo'a&t as Lords, is to fit as legiſlators 

Riba © Gog' s houſe, and that by ſelt-eleftion; 
and then to execute thoſe laws on the lay- 
A St 0 9 
Whereas it is wrirren, 1. Pet." v. 2. &c, 
Feed the flock of God, overlook'the' bufinely/ 


"heritage; - 
Ty" At elle Tee 4 in Jerufaleis,” there 
(Were no miniſters by the title of biſhop.” The 
teeth df Ads ſhew; thart'the Apoſtles and}. 
-Eide Were the only miniſters there. Com ; 


0 £t the Elders that rule well be counted 
wo hy of double honor.” i. e. Support.” Wi, 


- the biftiop have? The Apoſtle neglected him 
Ay: Patil did' never Ee, awe the authority 


"their faith; nor end a minifter EY 
conſent. This is | P. ain; L Cor. xvi. 1 2. 
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Y| The FAY] ang ſettled Minifterszoers all lobe 


"ne | -r £75 Zogetber in the. Church, and Fhrebes: 1074.4 
| perſed Equaluy Ye. > ni Gr ky 

thel TO HE- church. at Jeryſalem; was. rightly 

w.l 4: founded, and in, Adts:;xv. we fiad { ever 

'hat | ral miniſiers in that church. Compare, AG 


xi. 22, 'Heb. xiii. 7, Barnabas hay] 
rch, | laboured in. the Church at Antioch, "Rice de- 
ity, | parted,to,Tarſus,”” &c. ; , 

xxl ...2 Acts xii. 25,..We find "EA J and &in 
bi. | returning from Jeruſalem, after falbling their 
rors | miniſtry there, _. 

on;|- 3: Acts xiii, 1,2; 3. Several miniſters .} in 


lay. the church. of. Antioch, to wit, Simon, Bar- 
7 nabas, Lucius, Manacg, &c. Verie. 13s | ul - 


: i þ FILES! 
&c.| and Barnabas are ſens: to other places, &c; 


ieſs| .- 4. Afs.x1v. 21. , Paul, and. Rakion 


05% "churches, Aſter: oy (Atsx XV. 3s) Paylaa 
_— Barnabas labour i n Antioch, <« with: Juagy © 0- 
The thers.” 199" A 
\ {ELM AQs x) k 36. Paul & SER urs lay 
as all the churches, to fee 
-F ſtood... Acts xvi. 4, They delve the LV1I 
ated : decrees-(w (wW ich were given. by the Ghoſl 
--J} to every church, for.rhem x0. pe no TALE Y 
hall - --6:; Beſides thbſc iravelling ml = S 


# & & 


* ordained elders in ever y. CLLY.\. 4 

rity written in; the holy.. bible, in the;ye 

ove 0g 6 hey, ordained v5 b: y the c election: of. 
by ocharches.””. Why, did. whe © lane ant 


leavg;thoſe words, out Prime 0: 


# uf 


'q 'y Acts xvii. x Pali and Giles with Ti. 
* mothy,” are found in the "church \at \Beyent- 
þ 2 Paul is removed, but the other two rermnin, | 

xyili. I. Paul is found i in Corinth, £ 


ts 


'$ AdsXxviii:-5, &c: Silas and T; imothy com- 
eth ro Paul from Macedonia. Ver. # 19. Paul, 
moves ro the church of Epheſus, then in Addi 
ther chufch, Paul laboured 18 months. 


and Priſcilla gave a letter of recommendation 
to a certain miniſter who wae diſpoſed to tra- 
vel, and his'name was Apolles: | G6-528 

10 And from theirletterof receontirhenBatdoh, 
he yas' received by the-church of Achaia:. 


Found+ one to the-church of Macedonia; '&e. 


*traveltin Yninifirs rogerther. - "Chap. xx 27, 
*&c. The 'Hders of the church ih Ephefus r6- 
*crive the counſel of God, from Paul. | 
” 42 Chap: xxi. 18. Paul is found-in: Jeru- 
falem, at the houſe of: James, and all thee. 
ters preſent: the number I cannot - aſcer- 
rain; $97 
13 See 1. Cor. iii. J &c. He that planteth, 
and he that warererh are one: 1 planted, Apol- 
Jos hitch but God gave the increaſe; - © -_ 
''1.4 Cap. ij. 22. Let no man glory in men; 
whe | *; Payl or Apoltos—all are yours. Chap. 
pc 12 Timothy is fent to remind/them of 
my fÞ as 4rd taught in every church. 
rok Th p. xii. treats on the unity 


F 


5% 


Pa 


” , \ 


oy Acts xvii, 27; An account that Agquilla | 


of the. 
| body, and the mutual care one ſhoots have ol : 


"x1 Atts xix. 22. Timothy and Eraſtus are 1] 


Chap. xx We find Paul and ever rote | 


[ ror ] 


KY anarher; that if one member luſer, all ſhould 
or | fobex: mb ite" nd: 
| 16 Chap. xvi..10, «If Tijnothy, come, {ce 
in, | that he-may be with you without fear; for he 
| worketh the work of God, as I alſo. do.” 
COT FOR, 5 As touching our brother. Apol- 
os. I greatly deſired him to.come.unts. you,. 

| —* but his will was not at all tro.come art. this 
time.” There was no biſhip to.compel him. 

18 1. Cor. vi. x. Wethen as\workers to- 
gether with him, beſeech you.” Chap... vii. 
63 7. Titus from the TIR7 oY, Corinth, com- 
forteth the preachers. in. Macedonia... And 
again, © If any do enquire of ena: he-1 ny | 

- partner, ; 

19 And fellawe-helper concerning you:” 

© They are the meſſengers of the. churches, 
"_ the-glory of. Chriſt.” Lord, who would 

_ try. to block up the way of. a. bely bn 
miniſter : bi; 

- 20 InPaul's letter to Epheſus; we. read i in 
the beginning that the bedy is one, and;Chriſt 
is ber head. Chap. iv. One bedy, one ſpirit, 
one faith, one hope, one Lord, &c...- Chap. v. 
" Chriſt 1 is head, and ſaviour of the bo" , 


CHAP. XLIL 
The fame Subjett cats 


#* N chap..vi. we read apr (I 
1ap.| .& namely, Tychicus,. ſent to:the church; of 
n of Corinth. Phil: ii. 19, © I truſt in the Lo 


| Jelus, ro.fend Timothy. ſhortly, 


c a8 45 . 
2 In Paul's letter to A churoh © 


[| 102 4: EE | 


chap. i. 18. we read, that Chriſt is bead of the: * 
church. ©] ſuppoſed it neceſſary to ſend uns. 
to you Epaphroditus.” ; 
3 Tychicus is ſent” to Coloffe.” Read'the | 
fourth chapter, and you will find two travel. 
ling minifters ſent by the Apoſtle to the | ; 
church there: alſo an account of five minif. 
ters with Paul. 

4 Paul to the church of the Theſſalonians | - 
FFT and ſent * Timothy our brether, and | 
-miniſter of God, and our fellow-labgurer in | 
the goſpel of Chrift.” 1. Ep. iii. 2 and 5, © It 
Tent to know. your faith.” 

| Paul wrote thus to Timothy, ** Dern 
hath forſaken me; Creſcens is gone to Galla- | 
tia; Titus (is gone) to Dalmatia : only Luke | 
Is with me.!” | 
6 1. Tim, iv: 9, te! ver 12, 20. © Tychi-' 
* cus'have I ſent tro Epheſus, &c. Fraftus a-' 
« bode_ar Corinth ; but Trophimus . haye [ 
"ec left at Miletum fick,- 8 
''7 Paul ro Titus, © 1 left thee in 'Ctzte; that 
:*:thou' ſhouldſt ſet things in order that'arc 
cc wanting, and ordain. elders In every city, 
* as Thad appointed.” 
8 Titus i. 12, © When [ hall ſend Arte- 
** mas unto thee, or Tychicos, be diligent to 
* come unto Me” Ver. 1 13 Bring Lenas the | 
1 Jawy yer, : and Apollos'on their journey.” ' Phil] 
Hi." 30.” "Cob. iv. 10" It. Cor. viti.'18, &c.| 
- wy if "what T have collected from the: facred | : 
roving; will not ſuffice, to 0 thew the accuracy. 
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| of travelling and ſeitled miniſters being an a 
'| perfect equality, ang workers rogether inal 
| the. churches, in ſcripture-rimes, it would be 
1of.,no uſe to graw. more vouchers. 6s | 
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CHAP. XLIIL | 

The Hierarchy, or D.vine Government, or G oſpe! 

Order, the Royal Standard or En/ig gn for the 

. ** Chriftian Church,” | 

' us. Now enquire for the anthor. and re- 
former of the ©© Chriſtian Church,”' or the 


«1| New- Jeruſalem that came down from God, 


148 
la- 
the 


Nat 


out of heaven: 

2. We find in Heb. ix 10; that the Lbrd 
| Jeſus is the reformer. © He taketh away the 
| firſt, that he might eſtabliſh the ſecond. 6 
| Heb. X 9. 

.3 He is the miniſter of the ſanduary,” kg 
of the true Tabernacle, which Jehovah pirch=- 
ed, and not man. viii 2. Be is the eternal 
ſon, over his own houſe: and a high prisft 
hi the church forever. Heb. 

He js our oaly Lord and Maſter, and al! 
"Ig are brethren, * He that exalteth himſelf . 
| nts his brethren) ſhall be abaſed:” 'Sce the 
ope now. *© Be ye not called Rabbi; and 
-call no man your tather.” Matt. XXU1, $, 1 
10, II, 4 : 
'$ - Jeſus Jehovah is the only head ofthe 
Chriſtian Church,” This will plainly ap- 
IE trom the following texts; 1. Cor. xi.'3. 
*phel. i. 22. iv. 15. Col. i. 18.11. 19, Two 
| beads to one beg would produce a monſter? 
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in Chrift.” Luke fs &c. Elizabeth and 


*F 


Cy 


C-:$81; 1 2 | 
© & Jn the divine book of diſcipline, we find] 


with regaid to ipeaking' in the church. And: | 
7 The interpretation of this, will fully, and] 
clearly ſhew Chriſt the only head of the body |. 


8 Inl. Cor..Xi. 5. &c. we find that women | 
were allowed to pray, and prophecy, with co. |: 
yered heads, « Male ane female are all one 


Mary ſhouted and praiſed God aloyd. Com. 
O's Luke xi.-27. 4 

. 9:1. Cor. xiv. 34, &c.. Let your women keep | : 
Hence in the.churches; for it is not permit- 
red unto them to ſpeak ; but tbey are commanded | 


ro be under obedience, as alfo ſaith the law, 


10. By reading the foregoing part 'of the! 
chapter, and then comparing the concluſive 
yerſe; where the Apoſtle direfted decent or- 
der; we ſhall find, -that thoſe were foohſh 
contentious women; who deſired the pre 

eminence. I. Tim, ii. 12. 

11 [The interepretation appears ro be this, 


© The head of the woman is the man:” rhere- 


fore, when the woman tak «th upon herſelf 
an's authority, elther.1 1n her own Hour, or 
In the houſe of God, ' _ © | 
.,,,Þ2, She fiteth. where ſhe ought not: fhe| 
duifgraceth her huſband, interrupterh her mi-|| 


piſters, and- bringeth ſhame to herſelf; be-| 


cauſe ſhe hath taken authority over her head | 


'and, ſhe ſhall be called a 'bold uſt per.” abc 
1 3 But-a helper ſhe is, and for that Pay | 


F reg } 


_ pole was ſhe created. | And then man .18 Com. 
manded to. love, honor, and highly 'reſpe&t 


her. © A virtuous 'woman 1s far above ru- 


bies.” * A woman that feareth the Lord, 
ſhe ſhall be praiſed.” | 

14 Jeſus 'the Lord, is head of every, man, 
(and woman) in the church. See I. Cor. xi. 

© The head of every man 1s Chriſt; the 
head of the woman is the man; the head of 
Chriſt is God,” LC. his own eternal God- 
Head. 

15 Women ought to appearin the holy 


z#flembly with heads covered, either natural. 


ly or artificially, by keeping on, what \ the 


man taketh off. - Let her cover her tace when. 


ſte ſfpeaketh or prayeith in the church. 

 -46- Bur for a man to wear his hat in wor- 
fhip, or to wear long hair ar any time, is 
a ſhame: and not the cuftom of ſcripture 
times. 1. Rope X1. 14, GC. 


CHAP. XL. Iv. 


T he X jars Foundation of the «  Cbriflian Church. E— 
\HE houle of God is fituate on a ſairi-- 


tual eminence, known by the name of 
" "Mount: Zion.” Thetrue church 1s built on 
the eternal rock, on which are feven pillars, 
according to infinite wiſdom and. order ; with 


mighty corner ſtones. 


2 "This ſaunderion God Helly y his Prophes 
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- 1@Q& } 
government- was ever divine. ,' The. Herarchy 
by which the'old Jeruſalem church was-go- 
verned, was a true 7 Gt Fampare Dan. 
4 The: Lord appointed: men. in | hols devs 
who:were- inſpired Prophets, called Tubacs. 
ſomething -refembling Apottles. They /tra» 
velled in.their circuits, and they taught and 
explained: the divine diſcipline. | 7 
: ..4 | The people at. length, were corrupted by | 
+ we the example of, infidels, and in order to be 
- -z4ike them, they earneſtly. defired a king ; as | 
a human: viſible head. to, go before them. Sa- 
muet mourned but God ſaid, «© They have 
rejected me. K | Sam. viii. 7, 
And it came to paſs after thoſe days, that 


Rehoboam; by his oppreſſive meaſures, cauſed 
x ſeparation: *:One:party was called Judah, | 
and the other part was called Ephraim. See " 
Hoſea on this... | 

6 While E phraim was humble, God loved 
him. The gens: propoſed x0- reform the _ 
church of nie and put them. back on me 1 


7 tC. Thy head: 15,0 
ys os 6 85 ET envied Judah, by 
ard: Judah vexed, Enhraim.” Ephraim turn- | 
£d 10 idolatry, Judah was arrogant and ame- | 
bitious, through bigotry and raging preju- | 
ice, whereby, many ſinned again(t light and 
knowledge, even unto death. And, crucified | 4 
: -mor great Ref | A 
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' 6ne of the goſpel miniſters, 'brit a great pro- 
' phet, and forerunner of Chriſt, and his King- 
; dom. het 


He ſtood as the link of a GE between 


a.» 
i the Old and New Jeruſalem. As Chrift Je- 
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ſus was-appoited to be our High- Prieft, it be-- 
hoved him:to fulfil every divine order:.. ” +. 
10 Therefore, at 3o years of age (according - 
to the fleſh) he was baptifed;-andreceived'the .. 
holy anointing,” in the formi of/a Doves and _ 
Gus he fulfilled that righteouneſs, '» Matt#tb>+ ; - 


14, 15. See the Levitical Jaws: 


11 The firſt Chriſtian church waeplewsed My 


old literal Jeruſalem. From that church 
went forth the doctrine and Wd of our 
Lord, in'o all the world. 

12 * The governmentſhall be-on vie ſhoul- 


der,” Ifaiah'ix. 6. * Bind up the teſtimony, 


ſeal the law among my diſciples,” Iſaiah viii. 


16. Compare :d and 3d, * Our of Zion ſhall 


oforth the law, and the word ot the Lord 


Fon Jeruſalem.” 


13 Truth isasa nail in a fure lace: « Twich 


them all things whatſoever I have command. 
'ed you.” Not teaching for (practical) « doc- 

trine, this commandments of men.” rb 
8 —_ 14 This ts the faith once delivered to the 
# Ffaints, for which I contend. Holy dodrine 
n begets holy faith, -and that produceth a holy 
life. © To know God in Chriſt; and to- ſerve 
him with a perfect heart, and afroon', TING 
| is þ 554 grow. 
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erg CH AP. XLV.. « 
{> = "_ Chrijlian Church” is: one; Beets 
TY undefiled is one;-the only one of her 


elected ſiſters: : See John' s ſecond letter. and 
laſt verſe. | 
:-:'ve uniting olen. is found: in the epiſtle 


to: Epheſus, 1v.4,&c. © One body ?, ove ſpirit; ; 


entbings ove hope ;_ one Lord; one faith; one 


baptiſm ;: one God and Father.” One way to : 
heaven. | 


__ Who Won the Lord's fide? 
Now let names and parties fall, 
.« The Chriſtian Church,” be Ons and all. 


There | is but.one door into this body, I. Cor. 
xit 13. | And.there 1s but one. May. out ;\ that ; 


al Haiah lix; 2. 


are 0n]y leading characters, and gifted mem- 


| _ rn be tried for diſorder; 1 
Was It ever heard, was it ever read BE 1 
the lids. of the Now Teſtament, where | 
1cul Jaws were laid- down for the biſbop, 1 


df. > 


at The- cu miniſters; or winiftri, fignify 
ſervants; - to-attend and. wait, not-as maſters 
te be-miniſtered-unto, but: ſorvatits for Jeius | 
fake: and therefore to-miniſter,. - of 
7 See Jeſus of glory, in the-days-of his | 
Bow 'ye | 


ms Heng the diſciples feet | 


4Y& (heavenly) Mother; Cant.-v1.-9.” The 1 
different fcatteredchurches belong to the ſame 
Head and organized body. Thoſe churches are | 


-The church is the Lord's court, Pſalm | 
i 4+ / Art this court ought miniſters, (who | 


( 09] 
ty Prelates, and fall before the Lord thy 


FF yy © My kingdom 1s Trot. of nitio {pobiti 
world,” » John xviii $6. Willie, whoſe fir 
' name is McKendree, was, quite out of the'ſe- 
cret, when he fpakear Lanes Sachs (#797) 
| after this mannery\ - 
+ 9+ Thar O'K. had led: ich altray fora Jong 
OA but -'by- reading church policy,” he 
| found himſelf in an error; and now was rea- 
n dy" to'Befend the Methodiſt E:/Governmeat. 
1 ro'Let no man who believe the {criprures, 
and will obſerve (Rev. xxit T8,'19.)everagain 
venture to. deny the ſuKciency of- the fcrip- 
tures in-governing the © Chriſtian CROTCUR 
_ ung rales., 
; Art thou'a Chtiſtian, ahd: rho citizen? 
See Rom: X11, 2, dec. © Let every foul be fub- 
| te&,” &e. Artthoua neighbour?” ©Loverhy 
| neighbour(in juſtice;equiry, rruth, mercy,and 
| Kkindnels) as thyſelf; ". © Do by all as You 
would be dene by.” 
12 Ih giving, tending, borrowing, &c. let 


this be thy rule/in -all- things; rrear-others as - 


you would reaſonably defrre them'to treat-you. 
"173 Artthou nenefily ſeeking the neceffa - 


ries / of '1ife? - *& Provider tor thy houthotd. Y 


_}] Yet; *« Beware of coverouſneſs,” Luke xir T5, 
 } Seek not to be rich. «Þt riches increaſe, {et 
| ; mob your heart upon them!” 
' 14 * Be richinigood works; ready to dif. 
/ wribure; ” * Having food and raiment VEE: 
= tent.” 


AE alas —_—— 


ence, be as content. as potlivle; 
®-voking nor boſtile-meaſures for thy deliverance; 
ut Wo Providence UPENs a legal way, embrace | 


: Pau eu, <7 


110 L 


( 


"1 g « Huſbands, love your:;W#ves,. and be nor 


bitter againſt them.” Let\the wife ſce' that | 


ſhe obey, and'reverence her huſbaiid. Parents, 
provoke not your children; but bring them up 
1n Gedly diſcipline. Pau]. 

16 « Children, obey your parents.” 
obey your maſters. 


Serva ants, 


knowing that you have. a maſter'1 In heaven.” 
& Forbear threatening; 

17 Art thou a Chriſtian-ſlave ? Learn pati 
uſe no pro- 


Ine $64 2526s, 
"18 The ſodlincs of the godly-are thus ad- 
dreſſed by the Apoſtle, Heb. xiil 3, 


ber them that are in bonds, as bound with then; 


4s the termof communion: *1f any'man love | 
not Jehovah: Jeſus Chriſt; let him be: expel- | 


ed. L Cor. laſt chap.:224 verſe. - 


IN Marks of our-love to Jeſus Chriſt, muſt FF 
be judged -by our willing obedience to. his |. 7 
* If ye love me keep my. com-J I 


mandments.” 


* Maſters, give umo your | 
fervants that which is juſt and equal (Col. iv 1) 


Remem- | 


-being yourſelves alſo in-the body.” «Let ] 
("ie oi thats go free.”. Hatah, , [on 
- CHAP. XLVI.. F-'4 
* Rales aud Regulations Divine: WY 
'$: members of one body; Chriſt is the | > 
-A- center of union,-as allo the head, from | :: 
whom all receive nouriſhment... Love to Him | -: 


C ant } 


5 Tf any man that is called a brother, be a'for- 
OR Pf or covetous, or a railer,.'or a' drunkard, or 
an extortioner ; with ſuch an one, #0 not to eat. 4, 
©or.v;ori POE HS 41> 


"If any man, obey not our word by this 

| epiltle note that man, and have no company | 
4 with him. JI. Thef. tii. 14. If a man fin, 
| (publicly) rebuke him before all.” P. 


5: If a brother (walk diſorderly in thy fighr,) \.4 
+ or treſpaſs-apainſi tee, | Fallon the divine rule ,.. | | 
laid down, Mate-xvniii5,.8c. Buriifthy bro- ..... 
ther, repent, * thou ſhalc. forgive him,” Luke 7 

7.3913, 4 1. Cor. 11.6, -&C. | | 


6x diſputes. ariſe i amohtg brethrefi refo <a 
- | -ing temporal matters, and they-cannot Foal 
- | it themſelves to ſatisfaion, . they have.a plain | 
| [rule Cor: vi: 1. You need be at-no loſs 4or ITE 
et] divine rules: of diſcipline. "OO ->eF } 
© | - 7: Seetheequality.inthe * Chgiſtian church.” 
\.:Let the: brother of : low degree -rejoice.in that 
T -heis exalted; bur the rich: in that he ; is made 
| ["to.- "James 4-5, 10706444 ng 
c 8. With: regard tq cinkvtling Lrad: that 
Ss: | and: Tings, gaudy raiment, things. very rich, 
n | - and coſtly, things naughty--and ſuperfluous, 
| with a faſhionable conformity to a yain world, 
| are expresily forvidden,, Moderationis right. 


A little wine'is lawful,” and neceſſary in 
 leveral cafes.” Paul. Strofig drink'in.caſes of 
-* neceſſity, ſaid Solomon. - But the general rule 
-| * 58/1" Whether you eat or drink, _ I altt to 
1 ; he: © glory of God ” 
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neſt; juſt, 
things... -PhiL iv. 8. 


{ m2 } 
120-Agazih, Wharfocver things are true; ho- 
e, lovely, good; think on theſe 


11 Marriage 1s honorable, Heb X11 4. Bue 


Chriftians ought to marry in the Lord, and 


not be.unequally yoked with unbelievers.” 
12 God's houſe is the houſe of prayer for 


all nations, ſaith the prophet. Yet the church 


haverules to know miniſters by. See Matt. vii. 


46. It. John. Tfaiah viii 20: 


13 With regard to the equality *hd unity 


of winifters, travelling and ſettled, as work- 
*&5 In all the churches, in rhe days of trurh; 


I am able to draw forch a cloud 5 witneſſes: 


Þiut: feeitig they are to be found in Acts, and. 
_ Xhe Epiſtles of | the Apoſtles, why: ſhould 1 
write" them ? © « Search the ſcriptures.” 


14 Phe churches are directed to eſteem and | 


ſu pport their miniſters, (who need) and-efpe- 


os; '&ec. 


clally thofe who labour (as the ox) and rule 


_ giving their whole time to the buſineſs, 


The way of partial choſen yaſtors, one 
for Paul, -and one for Apollos,. is'the way to 
'exalt ſome miniſters, and debaſe others. It | 


:appears ſo unequal, rhat I cannot-think #-1s 


vine. All are yours —whether Paul or Apol- 


.*x6 To contlude, L466 us who ſoar: the Lord, 


Aorfake - 'hot our ſelect meetings, whilſt, the 
following texts rcinain'in the Bible, Xl 


Ut 6. James v. 16. ;;FIDY! X She, 


_ hope.” L Cor. xiv. 


Moraes 


6. hs ae 6x" OW 
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17 Exhort.one another; edifying one ano-- 
ther. Come ye thar fear God, and will tell 
what he hath done for my ſoul. David. See 
| 1. Cor. xiv. Occhfotally.: an unbeliever might 
t | be let. into thoſe meetings, .and be convinced 
J of all, and report that God is there. _, . 

| 18 « Know the ftate of thy flock.” Sol. 

That leading men were in the church, be- 
1 ſides minſters, read Acts xv 22. That the 
it | | church is the free woman, read Gal. v. I: 

'] | Cor. v. Mart. xviii, Acts xv. «Stand faft in 
/ | |} the liberty wherein Chriſt hath made thee 
- free. Amen. | Be 


CHAP. XLVII 

| Letter of Addreſs to the Methodifft Chriftians. 

| AMES the leaſt, andelder brother, by the. 
mercy of God, and not of man;. unto the 

| | | members of the Methodiſt, E. Church, greet - 

I In 

"1 i © * Grace, mercy and love be multiplied un-/. 

| to you all, in and through our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt. | : 

3. After you have read /and conſidered. the. 
contents of my writing, I hope you will. do me. 
juſtice to, the beſt of your judgment... 

4 You will find that the preachers are ftiry--—- 
is to ſupport their government and power, 
at the expenſe of my character} It would: i ; 
needleſs to repeat the trifling reports, reſ] ect- 
ing my obſtinacy, ſelf-will,.&c.. chap = 


L208] 


- 


I But they have gaſes. as far as to 


i 


( 2114 


me with. diſhoneſty; ſaying, He wronged a! 
perfon in the purchaſe of land, and a mill. 
O cruel ilander! | oe Ew ug lags 
; SS © 6 T ſolemnly declare, I gave the man his v 
39'Y aſking for the land, and paid him gold to 0-} e 
x blige him, when paper money was a lawful F » 


1 9 tender. This 1 did before aſked: and.a word | 
he | of d:/pute never paſſed. 014M 


| TRE . 
1:2? OS 7 The o/dmill was valued, at his requeſt, and } » 
"| Lpaidthe valuation before the money was due; } « 
| and took in my'/aff bond. Allthis I am able F « 

q of Spot; " aha 1 
_ - $ EF expect theſe things have been ſounded ! 
In your cars. They ſay I ama man of a dev | 
/rve-ſpirit, and a,party was. what I had in view }_ 
mani ard. So. | 


I 


% jo 


9 In this T am wronged alſo; as my.letregs 
can teſtify, if they were brought forth Yes, 
my formet tetters. can witneſs, that F was ever 
warmly oppeſed to a diviſion. © © _ 
Io. Sorne ſay, that I declared I had rather 
loefe an arm. Thave been provoked to ſpeak, 
but E dare not fay that I ever ſpake'that; -byt 
if 1 did, I ſpake as I thought—no doubt. _ 
©'+1T think T have no necd of former letters _ * 
nor the teſtimony of thoſe, who have heaxd: 
ime ſpeak againſt a ſeparation, but my Gon- - 
anArpovetis. TI 
_ 12 I continued amqgng you, in love and.. 


« "3 FL 


endfhip, as long as I poſſibly could, after, 
vingconference. Bur you ſhut your doors. 


<n 349, © SN ygy ” F 
wre could I'do? © 
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This is not all; I am ready now fo be 
ak you in love and church communion, as 
ever: Think and: Jet think. Is thy heart ay 
mine? Give me thy hand. 

14 If loveis 7-45) [ call for the ordinance 
of juſtice. Never condemn a perſon: before 
you have heard both; for he-that is firſt in his 
own cauſe, feemeth right, but: tris neighbour 


cometh in, and ſearcheth® him ont. 


is If your prejudice.is too ſtrong for your 
judgment, then I had rather appeat to Czſar. 
You are raught to mark them that caule.divi- 
fions. Burt let your teachers ſtate” matters 
fairly, and finiſh the text, © Mark themthat 


: cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to the 


doctrine which ye have learned,” &e;: 

16 I am not the cauſe of the /chifyr i in the 
body, which word fignifies,.cut,. or cleft; nel- 
ther Ph I teach falſe doctrine; nor do't- with 


| to'be divided from you ; only. ul me libex- 


ty of conſcience. 4 
17 When Paul wrote, he had no view of the 
Methadiſt E. government, nor doth his words* 


' condemn thoſe that forſake it ; but the-ſcrip= 


ture government and doctrine was his. ſtand- 
ard. 

18 The'cry is, © He has no brifinals Among: 
our people.” What, have no buſineſs among 
mine own children. in the. Lord;: and my 


i Maſter's family, where I. have {pane the lor 


of ; my life ? 


a 
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tant criſis.” 
with you, God willing, at: the general con- 


call a congreſs. | 


22: decai ſaid to Eſter, ©** think not with thyſelf. 
-  * that thou' ſhalt, eſcape more than, others: 
For if og alrogether- Holdcft: th / peice at 
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CHAP. SLYHE- io. tf 
The Letter continued.-—Dr. Coke's Letter mferts. 1 
HEY Ay OY 3 fp if. 
| _ the beginning of our diſtreſs, I was not ||| 
4 only comforted and encouraged by Tho- || 
mas, but awiully warned to ſtand aplinſt the 
proceedings of Francis—at my perill . _ 
2 See the letter, : il 
__« Wilmington, Del. May 4, 1791. |}\: 
« To Brother O' Ke! : OWLS, EE | 
* «Dear Friend, 
«T:HAVE written a letter of a ſheet and a 
half to'you : but on conſideration I believe I. 
ſhall not ſend it to you till 1 reach Europe, . | 
And then I probably ſhaltwrite as much 
again'to you. By this time you probably have 
been informed of our-great loſs, .1n the death 
of Mr. Weſley. 
4 Tam haſtening to Europe at his impor-. Fs 
You may depend on my being . 


NE Eo moms 


ference. _ 

: T think no ſtep will be raken; during my. 
ablence to prevent the general conference, It 
would be {6 groſs an inſult on rruth, juſtice, 
mercy and peace, that it will not be, I think, 
attempted. . If it be, and fucceſsfully, we will | 


6: Fexpet you ro befaithful. © Burns Mor. 1 l 
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l L137, 4 
36 9.9 Then ſhall there enlargement and deli- | 
| * verance ariſe. to the Jews from another. 
| * place; but thou and thy: father” s houſe thall Frere 
|| © be deftroyed.” 
$ Obe Ki be very FOrg and” very cauti- 
||| ous, and very wiſe, &c- And depend upon 2 
faichful friend in Tromas Coke. 
As there is no evil in the letter 1 have 
| inſerted, Jet noevil be thought of it. 1 write. 
Ji in ſelf defence, not to hurt the character of 
j Thomas; neither can it hurt him. 
I have other letters which might give 
ſome lighr,. but, God forbid I ever ſhould diſ- 
. | © cover ſuch meanneſs or wickednels, as to do 
| things tnrough ſtrife or vain glory. 
| +1 Some ume palt [ faw a letter wrote by 
- || a learned perſon, (not in the'church) 'to-an - 
| epiſcopal elder. | obſerved the following 
.-,. fentences, viz. 
= IS. Wo If Mr. Coke and Aſbury are biſhops 
| (as they fay) © by regular order and ſucceſ- 
Þ fion;” I aſk who did they ſucceed ? You will 
| fay © they ſuccerded Weſley.” Was he a bi- 
© ÞF. ſhop? No. How then can they be biſhops 
|. by ſuccefſion?. 
, | 13 But how about nies order? Regular 
= | | order 1s ſomerhing done according to law. 
4 Biſhop in England is a title of honor and no- 
+ | bilicy, ſeeing they have a ſeat in the houſe of 
4 lords. A biſhop nominated in England by 
7 . regular order, needs the king in perſon. Was *. 
t | this the order of your two biſhops? OE” 
T4 The learned Dr. by deriving, or rather 
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diiving the word overſeer; wp to'thie- Greek, | 
by a ftranpe kind of backward c11mology, he 
iath fewnd one word'that he ehtoks may ap- 
ch to favor epiſcopacy. 


© The wort is from Epr fuper amd repro 


| «+ or the” Eatir video? whitelt being intet- 


preted; is /aporideo: To look over, as elder, 
byter, overſecy; | No ſuperior order" is 
tound there. 

16 Finally =brethiren; F am drawing to a 
cloſe, tothe oft of my judgment, Fhave giver - | 

x (as: to the ſubftznze) a. fatthful account.” 
To which, if you requeMt it, Fcan affirm, and” Þþ 
produce: the reſb{mony of others, who believe. ix 
as I do; and will 'affirm ro the beſt of their | 
.zudgment, as tothe ſubſtance of thoſe facts; 

7 My charader is now fully tried, and 
powerfully ſfrained, but not grazed; for they 
Cannot prove one evil againſt me; God hath 
ſhewed' me; what is good; and I have ſtrove 
ro-dvy juſtly, love mercy, and' walk humbly. 

18 Thus, my*character will appear with 
- double 14 ftre; and beeſtabliſhed forever, He 
thav diggeth a-pir for his brother, will be in 
_ danger of falling in! As the caſe of Haman: 
and Kd ordecai will ſhew. 

-Tamtkinkingin what manner my exalt- 
ed brothren will anfwer what T have written, w_ 
when-con{c;ence muſt ſpeak in' them: ' Per- 
8 they .may judge tharfitent contempt will: 
beſt policy;' or pick ar particular words, 
and ſneer: or darken counſel with many” 
| words of rheirs; 
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7 Thane as ever, 


Lao; 
20 If my oppancets write atalton'the fub- 


_ jet, that will anſwer any good purpale, .we 
Tincerely defire that they may attempt to pro- 


duce eek from the book off GoYd, to 


_ prove their epiſcopal diguiry and legifiarive 


'® authority. , 


21 The lay-members are not the people 


that pave the offence, or cauſed the ſeparati- 


on. You have no voice in forming your own 
government, but receive whatever your mini= 
ſters will 1mpoſc ; nor dare condemn a given 
law. 

22 I remember you in love; I writein tears; 
I paſs by your houſes in forrow. I amas you 
are; you have not injured me at all. I de- 
fire union with you—think and let think. 
23 How cruel for ug to be ſeparated by the. 
voice of tyranny! LT corgially deſpite avers 
In every ſenſe of the word: "# thee I love... 
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CHRISTICOLA. 


N. B. By reaſon of ah flidtion, T was t00 late in 
|| Richmond to ſuperintend the Frxrss; by reaſon of 
| which, [* diſcover a few miſtakes in this NARRA- 
| TIve: But as tbe errors are Very rrifling, and the 
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will he much more offended at the truths, 
ſtakes. 
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